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      1      am I going to get my goods and products to 
      2      market and how are my employees going to 
      3      get to work and back home in a timely 
      4      fashion to their families. 
      5           Some folks have spoke tonight about 
      6      possibly retrofitting the existing 
      7      bridges, seismic upgrades.  I don't care 
      8      how much lipstick you put on those two 
      9      bridges, you are still stuck with two draw 
     10      bridges on the I-5 corridor. 
     11           It's the main artery on the west 
     12      coast from Canada to Mexico.  And to have 
     13      draw bridges in this day and age on that 
     14      artery is ludicrous to have people backed 
     15      up for hours at a time when those bridge 
     16      lifts are going on. 
     17           So we hope that the replacement 
     18      bridge with light rail is the project that 
     19      is chosen and moves forward so that our 
     20      region and our citizens can continue to 
     21      prosper. 
     22           Thank you very much. 
     23           HAL DENGERINK:     Thank you, John. 
     24      Now John Felton. 
     25           JOHN FELTON:       Good evening, my 
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      1      name is John Felton.  I live here in 
      2      Vancouver. 
      3           In February of 1995, the citizens of 
      4      Clark County voted against light rail. 
      5      Ever since that time, developers, real 
      6      estate speculators, lobbyists and 
      7      politicians funded by them have made it a 
      8      goal to keep light rail from the public 
      9      vote.  Why?  What do you have to hide? 
     10           While the CRC claims to have obeyed 
     11      the public process, seldom have you ever 
     12      shown a willingness to truly embrace and 
     13      value the thoughts of citizens who you 
     14      claim to serve.  Your public comment 
     15      periods over the last several years have 
     16      been laughable.  How do you expect people 
     17      who work for a living to attend public 
     18      comment periods that run from 8:00 to 
     19      9:00 a.m. or from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. on 
     20      weekdays? 
     21           Your divisive and manipulative style 
     22      of project management has only further 
     23      alienated the population you were 
     24      chartered to serve.  If one of your goals 
     25      was to widen the gap between the public 
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      1      and those who serve it, congratulations, 
      2      you really succeeded there. 
      3           If you really want to be successful 
      4      with this Columbia River Crossing project, 
      5      then you must fully embrace the public and 
      6      let them show you the way.  Allow them to 
      7      publically vote on your project choices. 
      8           Serving elected special interest 
      9      groups will not work.  The citizens of 
     10      this community are smarter than you think. 
     11      Typically they like to be left alone and 
     12      mind their own business.  However, try to 
     13      pull a fast one over on them and they will 
     14      come after you.  The collection of pitch 
     15      forks and farm implements out there in the 
     16      lobby there prove that. 
     17           Now let me make myself clear.  We do 
     18      not want a project of any sort that 
     19      includes light rail.  We do not want a 
     20      project of any sort that includes light 
     21      rail.  We do not want a project of any 
     22      sort that includes light rail.  We do not 
     23      want a project of any sort that includes 
     24      light rail. We do not want a project of 
     25      any sort that includes light rail. 
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      1           If you have any inkling about what is 
      2      best for this community and this project, 
      3      you will go back to the drawing board and 
      4      come up with another solution that does 
      5      not involve light rail. 
      6           If you think it's painful to do that 
      7      now, just wait to see the repercussions 
      8      that are in store for you and any other 
      9      agency in this community should you 
     10      proceed otherwise. 
     11           It's ironic that this project is 
     12      about building a bridge when what is 
     13      really needed most is a bridge between the 
     14      CRC Project and the community.  Without 
     15      full community support, this bridge will 
     16      never get built.  Thanks. 
     17           HAL DENGERINK:     Thank you, John. 
     18      And at this point we are going to switch 
     19      out by adding Frank McBarron, Stephanie 
     20      Turlay and Marcela -- I can't read that. 
     21      Is there a Marcela?  Okay.  All right. 
     22      Rory. 
     23           RORY BOWMAN:       Thank you.  My 
     24      name is Rory Bowman, P.O. Box 202, 
     25      Vancouver.  I live in 400 block of east 
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      1               CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 
      2 
      3      STATE OF WASHINGTON  ) 
      4      County of Clark) 
      5 
      6           I, Cathy S. Taylor, a notary public 
      7      for the State of Washington do hereby 
      8      certify that I transcribed to the best of 
      9      my ability said proceedings written by me 
     10      in machine shorthand and thereafter 
     11      reduced to typewriting; and that the 
     12      foregoing transcript constitutes a full, 
     13      true and accurate record of said 
     14      proceedings and of the whole thereof. 
     15 
     16 
     17 
     18 
     19           Witness my hand and notarial seal 
     20      this 16th day of June, 2008. 
     21           ____________________________________ 
     22           Cathy S. Taylor, RPR, CSR 
     23      Notary Public for the State of Washington 
     24      My Commission expires April 15, 2009 
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