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Please accept the following as supplemental comments on the CRC DEIS. 
 
The DEIS is deficient for failing to consider the possibility that 
changes in land use development patterns could greatly reduce the amount 
to travel between Clark County and the Oregon portion of the 
metropolitan area.  Clark County has a dysfunctional relationship with 
the rest of the metropolitan area, with a much higher proportion of the 
region's resident population and workers and a much lower proportion of 
the region's jobs.  Very modest changes in this relationship over the 
next decade or two could dramatically reduce the amount of commuting in 
the I-5 corridor.  This is particularly important to the justification 
for the CRC because virtually all of the identified congestion is 
associated with peak hour, peak direction movements of commuters 
originating in Clark County and travelling to and from jobs in Oregon. 
 
If the jobs/population balance in Clark County were to be brought more 
closely in line with that of Clackamas County (the Oregon County with 
the highest current jobs/housing imbalance) the effect would be to 
reduce about 36,000 trips per day on the I-5 and I-205 bridges.  This 
calculation is based on data from the Census Bureau's Local  Employment 
Household Dynamics (LEHD) data, shown on the attached spreadsheet. 
 
Clark County has 123,898 workers and 86,135 jobs 
Clackamas County has 131,330 workers and 106,593 jobs 
 
If Clark County had even the same ratio as Clackamas County, it would 
have at least 20,000 more jobs locally. 
About 90% of the jobs in Clark County are held by people who live in the 
county. 
If there were 20,000 more jobs locally, it would be reasonable to expect 
18,000 of them to be held by local residents. 
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Project Description


Analysis of Commuting Flows, 2004
Clackamas, Clark, Multnomah & Washington Counties


Work In 3 Oregon 4 County
Live In Clark Clackamas Multnomah Washington Counties Region
Clark 77,672                4,587          34,574        7,065          46,226        123,898  


Clackamas 1,595                  54,077        53,074        22,584        129,735      131,330  
Multnomah' 5,474                  30,922        189,580      40,927        261,429      266,903  
Washington 1,394                  17,007        55,300        110,028      182,335      183,729  


8,463                  102,006      297,954      173,539      573,499      581,962  


Total Workers 86,135                106,593      332,528      180,604      619,725      


Home County 90% 51% 57% 61%


Net In-flow of Workers (37,763)               (24,737)       65,625        (3,125)         
Percent
Source:  Census Bureau, LEHD


Jobs 86,135                106,593      332,528      180,604      
Workers 123,898              131,330      266,903      183,729      


Net Flow -30% -19% 25% -2%
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That would be 18,000 fewer commuters (36,000 fewer trips) across the I-5 
and I-205 bridges each day. 
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