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From: NoEmail Provided@columbiarivercrossing.org
To: Columbia River Crossing;

CC:

Subj ect: Comment from CRC DraftEl S Comments Page
Date: Tuesday, July 01, 2008 6:53:55 PM
Attachments;

Home Zip Code: 97209
Work Zip Code: 97209

Person:
Other - Advocacy Organization @

Person commutesin the travel areavia
Other - Advocacy Organization

1. In Support of the following bridge options:
Replacement Bridge

2. In Support of the following High Capacity Transit options:
Light Rail between Vancouver and Portland

3. Support of Bus Rapid Transit or Light Rail by location:
Lincoln Terminus: No Opinion

Kiggins Bowl Terminus: No Opinion

Mill Plain (MOS) Terminus: No Opinion

Clark College (MOS) Terminus: No Opinion

Contact Information:
First Name:

Last Name:

Title:

E-Mail:

Address:

Comments:
The Bicycle Transportation Alliance (BTA) is a statewide non-profit organization that
works to open minds and roads to bicycling. We represent bicyclists and the bicycle
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industry with over 5,000 membersin Oregon and SW Washington, and have seventeen
years of experience in bicycle engineering, planning, education and advocacy.

The BTA has been an active participant in the Columbia River Crossing (CRC) project in
order to ensure that the project provides the region with essential transportation
infrastructure. We believe that the primary considerations for this project should be
building a climate friendly project that is truly multi-modal, doesn’t contribute to the
increase in vehicle milestraveled (VMT) in the region, doesn’t jeopardize funding for
other critical transportation projects, and doesn’'t promote sprawl and drastically
increased auto use. For bicyclists and pedestrians, this project must create a world-class
bike and pedestrian facility.

The BTA has strong concerns and conditions that must be met in order for the BTA to
support the CRC project moving forward. We demand assurance from the project team
and Advisory Committee that local organizations — cities, counties, and metropolitan
planning organizations — will have the authority to ensure that their needs are met.

The BTA’s conditions for support are as follows:

Bridge Sizeand VMT
The BTA only supports a bridge that will not increase VMT. The current data and
analysis does not support this condition being met with a 10 or 12 auto lane bridge.

The BTA is extremely concerned about interchange design. We believe that interchange
sizes should be minimized and engineered to have the least possible impact on local land
uses. Bicyclists and pedestrians must be able to safely navigate all interchanges.

Toll Today

Any project will require vast financial resources and the majority of these should be
collected through user fees and federal sources. Start navigating the significant federal
and state hurdles now in order begin tolling as soon as possible and definitely
immediately upon selection of a project design.

Don't Jeopardize Other Transportation Projects

The region has billions of dollarsin transportation needs, as documented in the Regional
Transportation Plan. The region has spent an enormous amount of time and gathered
significant public input to determine these priorities. The Columbia River Crossing must
hold these projects harmless and must not use locally allocated transportation funds.

Build World-class Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities

After ayear of work, the BTA is advancing a recommendation for a 24-26 foot mixed
bicycle and pedestrian facility on the west side of the bridge and 12-14 foot, primarily
pedestrian facility on the east side of the bridge. We particularly are calling for high-
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guality ramps and access onto the west-side path.

Conclusion

To restate our primary expectations, the BTA wants absolute assurances that a CRC
project will not negatively impact the region by increasing VMT, will not strip the region
of funding for other important transportation projects, will begin collecting tolls as soon
aslegally possible, and that will build aworld-class bicycle and pedestrian facility.

We have worked closely with many partners and local jurisdictions to ensure that these
and many other concerns are moved forward. The BTA’ s support is dependent upon
absol ute assurance that local decision-making bodies, including abutting cities, counties,
and metropolitan authorities, have binding decision-making authority to move the project
forward or veto a project that will not meet the BTA’s or other local conditions.

This specific issue of local decision-making authority must be addressed prior to the
BTA being able to support any LPA being forwarded.

Sincerely,

Scott Bricker
Bicycle Transportation Alliance
Executive Director
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