
P-1193-001

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.
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P-1193-002

Following the selection of the LPA in July of 2008, the CRC enlisted the

help of community members - residents, business owners, transit-

dependent populations and commuters - who had interest in light rail

planning to form the Vancouver Working Group (VWG). The VWG met

regularly to develop recommendations and provided feedback to the

CRC project, the City of Vancouver and C-TRAN on transit alignments,

proposed station locations and design, security and park and ride

facilities in downtown Vancouver. VWG explored McLoughlin, 16th

Street and 17th Street as possible alternative east/west connections, the

latter having not been analyzed in the DEIS. Following approximately 5

months of coordination, in addition to public open houses and walking

tours, the VWG was nearly evenly split on the 17th Street or McLoughlin

alignment as the east/west connection to the Clark College Park and

Ride. The 16th Street alignment was dropped from considerations due to

cost, speed and safety considerations.

Upon learning about the VWG’s split vote of the east-west alignment,

members of City of Vancouver Council and C-TRAN’s Board of Directors

directed CRC staff to more thoroughly investigate both the McLoughlin

and 17th Alignments.  From November 2009 until February 2010 CRC

project staff conducted extensive technical work and public outreach

regarding the alignment options.  Based on this additional research and

public input, the City of Vancouver City Council and C-Tran Board of

Directors voted to adopt the 17th alignment.

This alignment was adopted as part of the LPA and is analyzed in the

FEIS. For more information on the transit alignment decision-making

process please see Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of the FEIS.
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