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Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.
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Many different options for addressing the project's Purpose and Need

were evaluated in a screening process prior to the development and

evaluation of the alternatives in the DEIS. Options eliminated through the

screening process included a new corridor crossing over the Columbia

River (in addition to I-5 and I-205), an arterial crossing between Hayden

Island and downtown Vancouver, a tunnel under the Columbia River,

and various modes of transit other than light rail and bus rapid transit.

Section 2.5 of the DEIS explains why a third corridor, arterial crossing,
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and several transit modes evaluated in screening were dropped from

further consideration because they did not meet the Purpose and Need.
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Providing express light rail service between Portland and Vancouver

would require a third, and possibly fourth track, to be built to allow light

rail trains traveling along the Yellow Line to bypass certain transit stops

and non-express trains. This would require a significant capital

investment and greater community impacts that are not a part of the

CRC project.  

Safety and security are top priorities for C-Tran and TriMet. Between

2008 and 2009, the number of police officers working in the Portland

Transit Police Division doubled to 58 officers who spend up to 70 percent

of their time patrolling the system.  Additionally, TriMet added 15 new

fare inspectors and granted authority for all 46 TriMet Road Supervisors

to enforce fares. Though studies show that crime rates at transit stations

are directly linked to the amount of crime in the surrounding

neighborhoods, CRC, C-TRAN and TriMet are partnering with local

jurisdictions, police and neighborhoods to design, implement and

operate a safe and secure transit system. The project team has

developed a Safety and Security Management Plan for the transit

component of the project, which outlines a variety of potential safety

measures, including, working with local government to develop

supportive land-uses near transit stations, enforcing fare payment,

installing Closed-Circuit TV (CCTV) at light rail stations, Park & Rides,

and on trains, and patrolling stations and trains by Transit security and

local police officers. For more information about how safety and security

associated with light rail is being addressed in by the CRC project, see

Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the FEIS.
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The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) completed Phase I
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construction of the I-5 Delta Park widening project in fall 2010. Phase I of

the project involved widening I-5 and lengthening the entrance and exit

ramps at Victory Boulevard and Columbia Boulevard. Phase II involves

improving local streets and will begin when funding is secured. Phase I

of the Delta Park project widened the current 2-lane segment of

southbound I-5 to 3 lanes. There are currently no immediate plans to

widen I-5 south of Delta Park. Neither the CRC project nor the Delta

Park projects are intended to address the southbound traffic congestion

that currently exists near the I-5/I-405 split. However, traffic analyses

show the congestion at the split will not be worsened because of the

Columbia River Crossing project. The main reason is that fewer cars are

expected to cross the river with a project in 2030 than without a project.

This is due to the provision of improved transit service and tolling.

Beyond the CRC and Delta Park projects, the I-5 Transportation and

Trade Partnership Final Strategic Plan recommended a comprehensive

list of modal actions relating to: additional transit capacity and service;

additional rail capacity; land use and land use accord; transportation

demand/system management; environmental justice; additional elements

and strategies (such as new river crossings); and financing. RTC and

Metro are tasked with initiating recommendations as part of their regional

transportation planning role. Examples of current efforts include RTC’s

evaluation of future high-capacity transit in Clark County, and evaluation

of needs for future river crossings. Regional planners have investigated

solutions to existing bottlenecks at the I-5 connections with I-405 and I-

84. ODOT is responsible for conducting ongoing studies to identify other

congestion problems on I-5 in Oregon that may need to be addressed in

the future.
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Modeling has indicated that tolling I-5 without making the improvements

that are part of the CRC project would not meet the project’s Purpose

and Need. This does not mean that some form of tolling prior to
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constructing CRC couldn’t be implemented. The ultimate decision on any

tolling options will be made by both the Washington and Oregon

Transportation Commissions.
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