
P-0005-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

P-0005-002

Tolling was evaluated in the DEIS, and included in the LPA for two

important reasons. First, a toll is necessary to pay for the construction of

this project, as discussed in Chapter 4 of the FEIS. Second, a toll

provides a valuable travel demand management tool that encourages

travelers to take alternative modes (including light rail provided by this

project), travel at off-peak periods, or reduce their auto trips.  This

demand management reduces congestion and extends the effective

service of the facility.  The details of the tolling system are yet to be

determined. It is currently not anticipated that transit users, bicyclists or

pedestrians will pay a toll.  Additionally, certain toll discounts or waivers

for other groups have been and will continue to be considered. 

 

P-0005-003

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland
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to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

P-0005-004

Traffic forecasts reported in the DEIS and used to inform decisions on a

locally preferred alternative were derived from adopted regional

employment and population forecasts  and state-of-the-art modeling and

evaluation conducted by Metro, RTC and the project team, and reviewed

by all project sponsor agencies as well as FTA and FHWA. In addition,

an independent panel of traffic modeling experts was convened in

October 2008 to review the modeling methods and findings.  These

experts concluded that the project's approach to estimating future travel

demand was reasonable and that it relied on accepted practices

employed in metropolitan regions throughout the country  These experts

concluded that the project's approach to estimating future travel demand

was reasonable and that it relied on accepted practices employed in

metropolitan regions throughout the country.  These findings are

summarized in the “Columbia River Crossing Travel Demand Model

Review Report” (November 25, 2008). This independent review

confirmed the approach CRC modeling used to address multiple

variables that can affect travel demand, including gasoline prices, tolling,

travel demand measures and induced development.

Regarding the proposed new add/drop lanes (i.e., lanes that connect two

or more interchanges), they are used to alleviate safety issues

associated with the closely spaced interchanges in the project area and

are not designed to increase capacity generally on I-5.  68 to 75% of I-5

traffic enters and/or exits I-5 within the CRC project area, and these
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add/drop lanes provide space for this traffic to do so without disrupting

cars and trucks traveling to destinations further north and south of the

project area.  The project does not propose to add lanes north or south

of the project limits.  The DEIS evaluation found that the project, with a

toll and LRT, would actually reduce the total daily volume of traffic using

the I-5 and I-205 river crossings by approximately 3%. The FEIS analysis

of the project has been updated to include an evaluation of how the CRC

project would affect Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT).  Rather than inducing

sprawl, the CRC project will likely reinforce the region’s goals of

concentrating development in regional centers, reinforcing existing

corridors, and promoting transit and pedestrian friendly development and

development patterns.

 

P-0005-005

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.

 

P-0005-006

See discussion of tolls, above.  Also, please refer to Chapter 4 of the

FEIS for a description of the current plans for funding construction and

operation of the LPA. This discussion provides an updated assessment

of likely funding sources for this project.

 

P-0005-007

As discussed in the DEIS, a replacement bridge over the Columbia River

will include dramatically improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities by

providing:

A new 16 to 20 foot multi-use pathway over the Columbia River

completely separated from vehicle traffic due to the design of the

•
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Stacked Transit Highway Bridge

Protections from traffic noise, exhaust and debris for pedestrians

and bicyclists on the river crossing

•

More direct connections on each side of the river, consisting of

stairs, ramps, and elevators, as well as pathway extensions that

connect in with existing or planned facilities and public transit

•

Many new or enhanced sidewalks, bike lanes, and crosswalks near

the bridge and throughout the project area

•

Since the publication of the DEIS in May 2008, and the selection of the

LPA in July 2008, the CRC project team has continued to work with the

Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee and project partners to

refine route and facility design. The updated design, as described in

Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS, is the outcome of a long

collaboration process.

 

P-0005-008

Thank you for your comment.

 

P-0005-009

Thank you for your comment.
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