
B-014-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

B-014-002

Impacts to the Providence Academy property have been minimized to

the extent feasible since the publication of the DEIS and, as a

result, acquisition of property from the Providence Academy is

not expected. 

It is not expected that construction equipment will be stored at this site,

though if this were to occur the property owner would be compensated

for this temporary occupancy. Property temporarily used would be

returned to the owner, unless it is needed permanently, at which point it

would be purchased at fair market value as determined by an

independent appraiser. For more information about this process, please

see Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) of the FEIS.

The statement that you refer to in your comment is no longer included in

the FEIS, and therefore has not been not changed.

 

B-014-003

Please see response to comment B-014-002.

 

B-014-004

It is not expected that the construction or operation of the Columbia

River Crossing project would displace parking spaces on 12th Street. 

 

B-014-005

In the Stipulation Concerning Status of Replacement Road Constructed

by the State of Washington, dated February 5, 1982, the Stipulation

reads the property right is a right to access the road and not an

Columbia River Crossing

Appendix P September 2011



easement. The Stipulation item B. states “The service road as

constructed and any future roadway connected thereto on state right of

way shall be a public road. The abutting property owners and the State

of Washington shall have the same legal rights in the service road and

future roadway as they had in West Reserve Street prior to its

removal….” This Stipulation does not convey an easement right,

however, it does allow a right to access the service road.

 

B-014-006

Based on the minimized property requirements, it is not expected that

the construction or operation of the Columbia River Crossing project

would displace parking spaces at this location.

 

B-014-007

The playground associated with the day care on the Providence

Academy property is not expected to be impacted by the project.

Reconstruction of the Evergreen Boulevard overpass could take up to

one year. During this time, Evergreen Boulevard would be closed, but

detour routes would be established and well signed.

Throughout the planning process and through construction, the CRC

project is committed to minimizing construction-related environmental

effects. Potential temporary effects, and potential measures to

avoid/reduce those effects, were described in each section of Chapter 3

of the DEIS. Measures the CRC project proposes to mitigate these

effects are described in each section of Chapter 3 of the FEIS. These

mitigation measures have been developed through consultation with

federal, state, and local agencies, and community stakeholders.  These

measures are intended to ensure that construction activities will comply

with regulatory requirements and will minimize impacts to people living

and working in the project area during construction.
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B-014-008

Following the selection of the LPA in July of 2008, the CRC enlisted the

help of community members - residents, business owners, transit-

dependent populations and commuters - who had interest in light rail

planning to form the Vancouver Working Group (VWG). The VWG met

regularly to develop recommendations and provided feedback to the

CRC project, the City of Vancouver and C-TRAN on transit alignments,

proposed station locations and design, security and park and ride

facilities in downtown Vancouver. Following approximately 5 months of

coordination, in addition to public open houses and walking tours, the

VWG recommended the Washington-Broadway Couplet through

downtown Vancouver to C-TRAN and City of Vancouver staff. Per the

Vancouver Working Group Final Report (October 2009), this alignment

was preferred largely because it spread the potential impacts and

benefits across two streets, as opposed to concentrating them on a

single street. This alignment was adopted as part of the LPA and is

analyzed in the FEIS. For more information on the transit alignment

decision-making process please see Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of the FEIS.

 

B-014-009

The light rail alignment on Washington Street will run on the east side of

the street. The driveways that access the west side of Washington Street

that you reference in your comment will not be affected. Access to the

block between 14th and 15th Street between Washington and Main will

still be by the access points on 14th and 15th Streets.

Individual property acquisition costs will be established through an

independent appraisal process to ensure the owner receives fair market

value of the property. This process is governed by the federal Uniform

Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of

1970 (Uniform Act). To date, the project has not conducted specific

property valuations, which is necessary to determine the individual

property acquisition cost. For the Draft EIS, the project team made
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general assumptions about the cost of acquiring property based on

criteria such as rough estimates of square footage, land use, and

possible demolition costs, to compare the costs of alternatives in the

Draft EIS, and made similar assumptions to inform the financial planning

in the Final EIS. These estimates do not reflect what property owners will

actually receive as compensation, and therefore were not distributed for

review.

Estimated costs are reported by project alternative and by project

component (highway and transit) in Chapter 4: Financial Analysis in the

DEIS, and in Chapter 4: Financial Analysis of the FEIS.

 

B-014-010

Not all parcels are assigned property addresses by the Clark County

Property Assessor. Parcel identification numbers were included in

Appendix D so that readers could identify each potentially impacted

property.

 

B-014-011

Although the project team meets individually with property owners upon

request, to date, the project has not conducted specific property

valuations which is necessary to determine the individual property

acquisition cost. Property owners impacted by the CRC project will be

individually contacted by CRC staff prior to the start of the appraisal

process. The schedule of appraisals and acquisitions is dependent on

the project construction schedule, which is outlined in Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.
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