
B-017-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

B-017-002

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

B-017-003

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.  The project sponsors consider the proposed lid (Community

Connector) as a critical component in the overall design of the facility.
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B-017-004

Following the selection of the LPA in July of 2008, the CRC enlisted the

help of community members - residents, business owners, transit-

dependent populations and commuters - who had interest in light rail

planning to form the Vancouver Working Group (VWG). The VWG met

regularly to develop recommendations and provided feedback to the

CRC project, the City of Vancouver and C-TRAN on transit alignments,

proposed station locations and design, security and park and ride

facilities in downtown Vancouver. Following approximately 5 months of

coordination, in addition to public open houses and walking tours, the

VWG recommended the Washington-Broadway Couplet through

downtown Vancouver to C-TRAN and City of Vancouver staff. Per the

Vancouver Working Group Final Report (October 2009), this alignment

was preferred largely because it spread the potential impacts and

benefits across two streets, as opposed to concentrating them on a

single street. This alignment was adopted as part of the LPA and is

analyzed in the FEIS. For more information on the transit alignment

decision-making process please see Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of the FEIS.

 

B-017-005

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making. The light rail alignment will travel on 7th street in

order to form the couplet. For more information on the LPA, please see

Chapter 2 of the FEIS.
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B-017-006

The Clark College transit terminus was chosen by project sponsors as

part of the LPA in July 2008, as it was deemed to most effectively

balance the cost of the project and the projected community benefits.

RTC’s Clark County High Capacity Transit System Study, published in

December of 2008, analyzed specific high-capacity transit improvements

that could connect with existing and future transit facilities and be

extended throughout Clark County To view their Final HCT System

Study, visit RTC’s website at www.rtc.wa.gov.

 

B-017-007

The light rail transit terminus will be Clark College. There is a proposed

Clark College park and ride with 1910 parking spaces at the terminus. It

is expected that the majority of park and riders would utilize this lot.

There is also a Mill District park and ride proposed, with ground floor

retail and 420 parking spaces. 

The CRC project modeled how drivers would access the three proposed

Park and Ride lots in Vancouver during the morning peak commute. 

Two of the three Park and Rides – Clark College and SR-14 – are

located adjacent to major thorough fares (I-5 and SR 14). The Mill Plain

Park and Ride, though not adjacent to I-5 or a state route, is located

between two major arterials, Mill Plain and Fourth Plain Boulevards. 

This modeling confirmed the majority of drivers (69%-92%) would access

the Park and Rides from major roads including I-5, SR 14, SR 500, Mill

Plain and Forth Plain. 
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B-017-008

With the CRC project improvements at the SR-14 interchange, drivers

would be able to make a right hand turn from 6th Street eastbound onto

the C Street on-ramp to SR-14 eastbound and I-5 southbound. Drivers

would not be able to make a right hand turn from C Street southbound

onto 6th Street westbound, and would instead need to make a right

turn one block to the north, on 7th Street, and an immediate left turn onto

Broadway Street to access 6th Street.

 

B-017-009

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.

 

Columbia River Crossing

Appendix P September 2011


