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NEPA requires a comment period for a DEIS to be no less than 45 days.
Prior to issuing the CRC DEIS, FTA, FHWA and the other project Co-
Leads (WSDOT, ODOT, RTC, Metro, TriMet and C-TRAN) decided to
extend this to 60 days in order to allow additional time for review and
comment. Section 6002 (g)(2)(A) of SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users), the
federal transportation reauthorization bill, established a comment period
of “no more than 60 days” for DEISs. FTA and FHWA did not see “good
cause” [(Section 6002 (g)(2)(A)(ii)] for extending the current comment
period beyond the 60 days that were already being provided.

The DEIS comment period is only one opportunity during the NEPA
process for the public, agencies and tribes to review information and
provide input. As discussed in Appendix B of the DEIS, over the three
years prior to the publication of the DEIS, the project provided
opportunities for stakeholders to comment on numerous components of
the draft including the Purpose and Need, Range of Alternatives,
methodologies for analyzing impacts to various elements of the
environment and preliminary findings. Project staff also participated in
meetings with neighborhood groups, business organizations, and other
potentially affected stakeholders. Strategies for communicating with
limited-English, low-income, and minority populations have been
developed by, and facilitated through, local communities, the CRC
Community Environmental Justice Group (CEJG) and community-based
organizations. As an example, CEJG sponsored informal Q&A sessions
that occurred during the DEIS comment period. Certain project materials,
including information related to the DEIS and associated open houses
and public hearings, are translated into Spanish, Russian, and
Viethamese, and interpreters are available at project open houses by
request.

In addition, since the DEIS comment period there have been numerous
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community meetings, open houses, and public hearings by project
sponsors, providing more opportunities for public input and comment. In
total, as of March 2011, CRC staff have participated in over 900 public
events to directly reach over 27,000 people since October 2005.
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