
P-0497-001

Tolling was evaluated in the DEIS and FEIS, and included in the LPA for

two important reasons. First, a toll may be necessary to pay for the

construction of this project, as discussed in Chapter 4 of the FEIS.

Second, a toll provides a valuable travel demand management tool that

encourages travelers to take alternative modes (including light rail

provided by this project), travel at off-peak periods, or reduce their auto

trips. This demand management reduces congestion and extends the

effective service life of the facility. When the existing I-5 northbound

bridge was built in 1917, it was paid for with a toll. The southbound I-5

bridge, built in 1958, was also funded partially by tolls. In 2008, the

Washington legislature passed enabling language for tolling on I-5,

provided that each facility is later authorized under specific legislation.

Once authorized by the legislature, the Washington Transportation

Commission has the authority to set the toll rates. In Oregon, and the

Oregon Transportation Commission has the authority to toll a facility and

to set the toll rates.

 

P-0497-002

One goal of the CRC project is to provide transportation options for

travelers crossing the river. The LPA includes a variable toll for vehicles

crossing the river which is higher during peak hours. It also  includes

extending light rail into Vancouver. Light rail will likely be more

convenient than bus service, because it offers travel on a dedicated lane,

therefore reducing travel times, and it would provide more frequent

service than what is currently offered. Additionally, light rail vehicles are

designed to be convenient to riders of all ages and abilities.

 

P-0497-003

The CRC project will include an extension of light rail service into

Vancouver terminating at Clark College. Fares will need to be collected

to pay for continuing operation and maintenance of the system.  Fare

decisions for public transportation within Clark County are the jurisdiction
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of C-TRAN and not of the CRC project.

Travel times vary by time of day, direction of travel and travel mode.

Travel times improve for transit in the LPA compared to the 2030 No-

Build Alternative. More specifically, the LPA:

Improves transit travel times region-wide,•

Improves transit travel times relative to automobile travel times, and•

Improves reliability of transit travel times.•

The in-vehicle and total transit travel times for all of the origin and

destination pairs that were studied would improve with the LPA,

compared to the 2030 No-Build Alternative, with savings ranging from 3

to 24 minutes in the southbound direction during the morning peak

period. For example, with the LPA a transit trip between Downtown

Vancouver and Hayden Island would save a total of 3 minutes, while a

trip between Clark College and Pioneer Square would save 24 minutes.

During the afternoon/evening peak period in the northbound direction,

travel time savings would range from 5 to 28 minutes. For example, a

transit trip between Hayden Island and Vancouver would save an

estimated 5 minutes, while a trip between Pioneer Square and Clark

College would save 28 minutes (dropping from 72 minutes with the No-

Build Alternative to 44 minutes with the LPA). Transit reliability between

major origins and destinations is higher due to the availability of light rail

that travels in an exclusive guideway.

Three park and rides would be built with the LPA: Clark College, Mill

Plain, and SR 14. 

For more information please see FEIS Chapter 3 (Section 3.1).
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P-0497-004

Thank you for your comment. The CRC project is committed to

improving transit and vehicular traffic in the project area.

 

P-0497-005

In 2006, the project had developed a schematic design which did not

allow for a precise cost estimate. Best available information was used at

each project stage. Later in project development, the project team was

able to develop more detailed cost estimating and conduct advanced risk

analysis. Since 2002, WSDOT has been developing a process of

determining cost and schedule estimates, the Cost Estimate Validation

Process® (CEVP®), to help deliver major projects. Compared to

conventional cost estimating, CEVP® is a risk-based estimating process,

iterative in nature, and represents a “snapshot in time” for that project

under the conditions known at that time. CEVP® is the expression of

project cost and schedule as a range rather than as a single number.

Providing cost information as a range accounts for risk factors that might

otherwise cause costs to balloon over time. The cost information is given

for the year of expenditure and addresses even “unknown” issues that

may arise. CEVP® is a construction cost estimate tool and does not

estimate long-term operations and maintenance costs. WSDOT now

mandates all projects over $25 million use the process. Chapter 4 of the

DEIS, and the Cost Risk Assessment included as an appendix to the

DEIS, include information about how costs were estimated for the DEIS.

See Chapter 4 of the FEIS for more discussion on how project costs

were estimated in the CEVP® that was conducted following publication

of the DEIS.
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