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Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

B-023-002

The DEIS and FEIS analyses of impacts to air quality, noise,

electromagnetic fields, and other factors that can affect human health,

are based on comparing the project’s impacts to specific standards that

have been established to protect public health. Ensuring the project will

meet or better these standards is used as a method to determine

whether the project will have an adverse effect on human health.  The

criteria used in the DEIS and the FEIS are based on government

regulatory standards where they have been established (such as for

criteria air pollutants). Where regulatory standards do not exist, then the

criteria are based on government agency guidelines or thresholds

established by public health and safety professionals.

Modeling conducted for the DEIS and FEIS indicate that air emissions

from I-5 traffic will be significantly lower by 2030 than they are today, and

will be well below established regulatory standards designed to protect

human health (see Section 3.10 of the DEIS and Section 3.10 of the

FEIS). Noise impacts from I-5 traffic, with the mitigation proposed for the

CRC project, will also be substantially lower than today. Noise from the

light rail can be mitigated below FTA’s noise impact criteria as well (see

Section 3.11 of the DEIS and Section 3.11 of the FEIS).

The DEIS did not explicitly evaluate potential effects on physical activity

or obesity. However, the DEIS and FEIS both discuss how the project

could affect the surrounding urban form that would increase

opportunities for physical activity, including: improved bicycle and

pedestrian facilities crossing the river; improved connections between

existing and new bike and pedestrian paths and across I-5; the LRT

extension and transit stations that support increased pedestrian-oriented
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development; improved sidewalks in Vancouver; and new pedestrian

and bicycle connections crossing I-5. The project would also reduce daily

hours of congestion on I-5 compared to the No-Build and provide greatly

improved transit service, both of which decrease the amount of time

travelers spend in cars, thus further promoting physical activity.
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As described in Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the DEIS, ODOT's Safety

Priority Index System (SPIS) ranked two locations within the CRC project

area, the Hayden Island Interchange and the North Portland Harbor

Bridge, within the top 5% of the highest scored sites or, high crash

locations, in the state for 2004 to 2006. Within Washington, five locations

along I-5 in the project area have been categorized by WSDOT as high

accident locations, as reported in the DEIS.

Improving safety and mobility of cars and freight using the bridge and

highway is a part of the CRC project’s purpose and need. As described

in Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the DEIS and FEIS, the replacement bridge

and highway alignment, which was chosen as part of the LPA, includes a

range of safety and design improvements. Some of those improvements

include:

A new bridge structure high enough for marine traffic, which

eliminates the need for a lift span

•

The addition of safety shoulders for stalled vehicles and incident

responders

•

Improved sight lines so drivers can see over the crest of the bridge,

reducing the potential for rear-end collisions during congested

periods

•

Longer on-ramps and off-ramps to make it easier for drivers to

merge onto traffic, and improve connections between interchanges

•

Reducing congestion over the bridge compared to No-Build, by

improving traffic operations, providing light rail and charging a toll to

•
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cross the river.

Additional potential safety measures, such as eliminating interchanges or

reducing posted speeds, were considered during earlier phases of the

CRC project but were dropped from further consideration because they

did not meet the accessibility goals of the project, did not meet highway

design standards, and/or were not supported by the local jurisdictions.
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The project would change some circulation patterns on local streets, but

in general, by reducing congestion on I-5, and improving travel time

reliability on the highway, traffic will be less likely to divert onto local

streets. Therefore the project is expected to reduce cut-through traffic on

neighborhood streets and potentially increase livability in neighborhoods

adjacent to the I-5 improvements of CRC. This, and other effects on local

streets, are described in Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the DEIS and FEIS.

CRC is not intended to fix bottlenecks on I-5 south of the project area,

such as the I-5/I-405 split. However, CRC would not exacerbate

congestion at these locations because it would not increase the traffic

volume traveling through this portion of the corridor. As discussed in the

DEIS and FEIS (Section 3.1), this project would not increase daily traffic

levels due to the toll moderating demand and the introduction of light rail

increasing transit mode share. For additional information on impacts to

Neighborhoods and Environmental Justice communities, please see

Chapter 3 (Section 3.5) of the FEIS.
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Thank you for taking the time to sumbit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.
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