
N-005-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

N-005-002

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.
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N-005-003

As discussed in Chapter 3 (Section 3.2) of the DEIS, the Columbia River

and the North Portland Harbor are designated Federal Navigable

Waterways, and therefore the U.S. Coast Guard must approve

construction or alteration of the I-5 bridges. During hours where bridge

lifts are restricted (weekdays, between 6:30 and 9:00 a.m. and between

2:30 and 6:00 p.m.), vessels must either wait or make relatively sharper

turns in a short stretch of river and use channels that may have lower

height clearance, narrower width, or shallower depths, which represents

a safety hazard. The project team, in consultation with the U.S. Coast

Guard, established a vertical minimum of 95 feet of clearance so that

new structures could be built without a lift-span. Higher vertical

clearances would have violated restricted airspace for flight navigation.

Under the No-Build Alternative, the lift span restrictions would continue

to cause delays and potential hazards to river traffic. The CRC project,

as proposed, will require fewer piers, creating less of an obstacle to river

navigation than either the existing crossing or the supplemental crossing.

Taller vessels would not be restricted by the hours of lift-span operation

and would not have to navigate a difficult path around the lift-span

channel.

 

N-005-004

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.

 

N-005-005

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.
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Access to Marine drive will be improved due to the redesigned

interchange. For more information on design of the Hayden Island and

Marine Drive interchanges see Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS.

 

N-005-006

With the LPA, access on and off the island will be greatly

improved, there will be far less congestion, and accidents will not cause

as much delay.

 

N-005-007

As discussed in the DEIS, a replacement bridge over the Columbia River

will include dramatically improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities by

providing:

A new 16 to 20 foot multi-use pathway over the Columbia River

completely separated from vehicle traffic due to the design of the

Stacked Transit Highway Bridge

•

Protections from traffic noise, exhaust and debris for pedestrians

and bicyclists on the river crossing

•

More direct connections on each side of the river, consisting of

stairs, ramps, and elevators, as well as pathway extensions that

connect in with existing or planned facilities and public transit

•

Many new or enhanced sidewalks, bike lanes, and crosswalks near

the bridge and throughout the project area

•

Since the publication of the DEIS in May 2008, and the selection of the

LPA in July 2008, the CRC project team has continued to work with the

Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee and project partners to

refine route and facility design. The updated design, as described in

Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS, is the outcome of a long

collaboration process.
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N-005-008

Details of the tolling system are still being refined as the project

development enters the final design stage. It is currently not anticipated

that transit users, bicyclists or pedestrians will pay a toll.  Additionally,

certain toll discounts or waivers for other groups have been and will

continue to be considered. The ultimate decision on any tolling options

will be made by both the Washington and Oregon Transportation

Commissions.

 

N-005-009

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.
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N-005-010

Our work will continue to be coordinated with other projects, including

the Hayden Island Plan and the West Hayden Island Plan. Hayden

Island is, indeed, a unique place that should be enhanced with the

introduction of light rail transit. The project has benefited from the

support and participation of numerous stakeholders from the island.
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