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B-030-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

B-030-002

The air quality evaluation presented in the DEIS assessed how

emissions would be expected to change by 2030 and how the project

would affect emissions of pollutants regulated by state and federal

standards as well as vehicle emissions that are not regulated. Oregon

and Washington, as well as the federal government, have established

ambient air quality standards for criteria pollutants. These standards are

based on human health risks. The DEIS evaluation included an analysis

demonstrating that the CRC project would allow the region to retain

conformity with state and federal air quality standards for relevant criteria

pollutants. See the Air Quality Technical Report for a detailed

explanation of the state and federal regulations concerning air quality

and the evaluation of how the project complies with relevant air quality

regulations. See Section 3.10 of the FEIS for an updated explanation of

the pollutants regulated by state and federal law.

The DEIS also evaluated how the project alternatives would affect

emissions of mobile source air toxins (MSATs) from I-5 traffic.  MSAT

emissions from vehicles are not currently regulated. The evaluation in

the DEIS found "that future (no-build or build) emissions of all pollutants

would be substantially lower than existing emissions for the region and

the subareas" (page 3-277). These reductions in emissions are largely

the result of on-going reductions in vehicle emissions that will occur with

or without the project, and are based on standard assumptions regarding

future vehicles and fuel.  The anticipated vehicle emission reductions are

based largely on regulation-driven improvements in fleet fuel efficiency

standards and cleaner gasoline and diesel fuels. Any extraordinary

improvements in fleet fuel efficiency or fuels would result in even greater

emission reductions.
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Projected reductions in vehicle fleet emissions would result in a 25% to

90% reduction in I-5 related criteria pollutant emissions over existing

conditions, even with the anticipated growth in population, employment

and VMT.  In addition, the build alternatives would provide small further

reductions in vehicle emissions at the regional level and for most

pollutants in each of the subareas along I-5. CO and NOx emissions

would be slightly higher with the project than with No-Build (but still lower

than existing conditions) in the I-5 subarea between the SR 14 and SR

500 interchanges, as discussed in DEIS Chapter 3 (Section 3.10) and

FEIS Chapter 3 (Section 3.10). The updated analysis conducted for the

FEIS resulted in very similar findings to those in the DEIS.

 

B-030-003

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

B-030-004

It is important that a project, such as CRC, provide ample opportunity for

input from a diverse constituency of stakeholders and jurisdictions, and

that it follow a process that complies with all federal, state and local legal

requirements. The project sponsors intent is to progress at a deliberate

pace to ensure that we meet public interests, meet the transportation

needs, address the quality of local communities and the environment,

and be financially and fiscally responsible. Following publication of the

FEIS, there will be a record of decision. If that decision is to move

forward with one of the build alternatives, then the sponsors will progress

into final engineering, finance plan implementation, and then

construction.
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