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Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.
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The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) completed Phase I

construction of the I-5 Delta Park widening project in fall 2010. Phase I of

the project involved widening I-5 and lengthening the entrance and exit

ramps at Victory Boulevard and Columbia Boulevard. Phase II involves

improving local streets and will begin when funding is secured. Phase I

of the Delta Park project widened the current 2-lane segment of

southbound I-5 to 3 lanes. There are currently no immediate plans to

widen I-5 south of Delta Park. Neither the CRC project nor the Delta

Park projects are intended to address the southbound traffic congestion

that currently exists near the I-5/I-405 split. However, traffic analyses

show the congestion at the split will not be worsened because of the

Columbia River Crossing project. The main reason is that fewer cars are

expected to cross the river with a project in 2030 than without a project.

This is due to the provision of improved transit service and tolling.

Beyond the CRC and Delta Park projects, the I-5 Transportation and

Trade Partnership Final Strategic Plan recommended a comprehensive

list of modal actions relating to: additional transit capacity and service;

additional rail capacity; land use and land use accord; transportation

demand/system management; environmental justice; additional elements

and strategies (such as new river crossings); and financing. RTC and

Metro are tasked with initiating recommendations as part of their regional

transportation planning role. Examples of current efforts include RTC’s

evaluation of future high-capacity transit in Clark County, and evaluation

of needs for future river crossings. Regional planners have investigated

solutions to existing bottlenecks at the I-5 connections with I-405 and I-

84. ODOT is responsible for conducting ongoing studies to identify other
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congestion problems on I-5 in Oregon that may need to be addressed in

the future.
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Following the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July

2008, the CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected light rail to

Clark College as the project's preferred transit mode. These sponsor

agencies, which include the Vancouver City Council, Portland City

Council, C-TRAN Board, TriMet Board, RTC Board and Metro Council

considered the DEIS analysis, public comment, and a recommendation

from the CRC Task Force (a broad group of stakeholders representative

of the range of interests affected by the project - see the DEIS Public

Involvement Appendix for more information regarding the CRC Task

Force) before voting on the LPA.

As illustrated in the DEIS, and summarized in Exhibit 29 (page S-33) of

the Executive Summary, light rail would better serve transit riders than

bus rapid transit (BRT) within the CRC project area. Light rail would carry

more passengers across the river during the PM peak, result in more

people choosing to take transit, faster travel times through the project

area, fewer potential noise impacts, and lower costs per incremental

rider than BRT. Additionally, light rail is more likely to attract desirable

development on Hayden Island and in downtown Vancouver, which is

consistent with local land use plans.
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The DEIS and FEIS note that the greatest decrease in emissions by

2030 will be due to projected changes in vehicle technology and fuels. 

As discussed in Chapter 3 (Section 3.10) of the FEIS, the project will

reduce regional air emissions and reduce emissions in sub-areas relative

to existing conditions and all projected emissions will be well within

relevant air quality standards.
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The Clark College transit terminus was chosen by project sponsors as

part of the LPA in July 2008, as it was deemed to most effectively

balance the cost of the project and the projected community benefits.

RTC’s Clark County High Capacity Transit System Study, published in

December of 2008, analyzed specific high-capacity transit improvements

that could connect with existing and future transit facilities and be

extended throughout Clark County To view their Final HCT System

Study, visit RTC’s website at www.rtc.wa.gov.
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Throughout the planning process and through construction, the CRC

project is committed to minimizing construction related environmental

effects. Potential temporary effects, and potential measures to

avoid/reduce those effects, were described in each section of Chapter 3

of the DEIS. Measures the CRC project proposes to mitigate these

effects are described in each section of Chapter 3 of the FEIS. These

mitigation measures have been developed through consultation with

federal, state, and local agencies, and community stakeholders.  These

measures are intended to ensure that construction activities will comply

with regulatory requirements and will minimize impacts to people living

and working in the project area during construction.
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See discussion of chosen transit terminus, above.

Regarding crime, the CRC project is using design strategies that have

been proven to reduce the potential for crime at stations and on trains. In

addition, CRC has received input from advisory groups, jurisdictions, and

the public to design a system that will enhance safety and security.

Recommendations include, but are not limited to, locating stations near

residential and commercial buildings, controlling pedestrian access to
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stations through the strategic placement of entrances and exits, fencing,

lighting, and landscaping, lighting stations so that all activity is easily

visible, and designing a clear line of sight into and out of the station. A

Safety and Security Management Plan (SSMP) was created, in part, to

address public concerns about safety, and is a requirement for funding

from the Federal Transit Administration. Safety will be designed into

every phase of the project.

The CRC project is working with the City of Vancouver and Portland

police, C-TRAN and TriMet security to guarantee passenger safety at

stations and Park and Ride facilities, as well as on light rail trains. The

project team has developed a security plan for the transit component of

the project, which outlines a variety of potential safety measures,

including, working with local government to develop supportive land-uses

near transit stations, enforcing fare payment, installing Closed-Circuit TV

(CCTV) at light rail stations, Park & Rides, and on trains, and patrolling

stations and trains by Transit security and local police officers. For more

information about how safety and security associated with light rail is

being addressed in by the CRC project, see Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of

the FEIS.
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See discussion of selected transit terminus, above.
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