
N-013-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS. By reducing congestion on I-5 and improving travel time reliability

on the highway, the CRC project will improve Bridgeton's access to I-5

during rush hours.

Additionally, the highway design associated with the LPA essentially

provides an arterial-like crossing over the North Portland Harbor by

providing a separate bridge structure, adjacent to the mainline, for travel

lanes that connect Hayden Island and Marine Drive. 

 

N-013-002

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and
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pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

N-013-003

Following the selection of the LPA in July of 2008, the CRC Project

Sponsors Council (PSC) was developed to provide recommendations to

the project on a variety of issues, including the number of add/drop lanes

over the river crossing. Over the course of several months, PSC was

provided with operational characteristics and potential environmental

impacts of 8-, 10-, and 12-lane options. These technical evaluation

criteria included, but were not limited to, traffic safety, congestion, traffic

diversion onto local streets and I-205, regional vehicle miles travelled,

transit ridership, regional economic impact, effects to neighborhoods,

and protected species and habitats. In additional to the technical

information, PSC received input from CRC advisory groups and

reviewed public comment submitted to the project and obtained during

two public Q&A sessions in January 2009 regarding the number of lanes

decision, as well as hearings conducted by Portland City Council and by

Metro Council. In August 2010, the PSC voted unanimously to

recommend that the replacement bridges be constructed with 10 lanes

and full shoulders. For more information regarding the number of lanes

decision making process, see Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of the FEIS.

The proposed new lanes are add/drop lanes (i.e., lanes that connect two

or more interchanges), which are used to alleviate safety issues

associated with the closely spaced interchanges in the project area, and

accommodate the 68 to 75% of traffic that enters and/or exits I-5 within

two miles of the Columbia River.

 

N-013-004

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to
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inform decision making.

For more information on the design of interchanges see FEIS Chapter 2

(Section 2.2).

 

N-013-005

Please see response to comment N-013-002.

 

N-013-006

The CRC project design for interchanges, roadway elements, transit

stations, and other facilities will be context-sensitive and reflect the

unique character of the surrounding area. CRC formed a 14-member, bi-

state Urban Design Advisory Group (UDAG), made up of design

professionals and neighborhood representatives. All UDAG meetings are

open to the public to attend and observe. Goals of the UDAG include

achieving “design excellence that can be embraced by affected

communities and users” and providing “a landmark bridge that is both

inspired and inspiring and fully integrates the design and function of the

structure with the urban design elements." Working closely with project

designers, UDAG will provide input and guidance on integrating the new

facilities with the surrounding community. This work includes identifying

significant iconography (for example, symbols and patterns) that will

reflect the history of the area, the Native American communities, early

pioneers, or other significant themes. These images will be incorporated

into an art master plan. Additional discussion of bridge designs can be

found in Chapter 2 of the FEIS and in the Visual and Aesthetics

Technical Report supporting the FEIS.

 

N-013-007

As discussed in the DEIS, a replacement bridge over the Columbia River

will include dramatically improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities by

providing:
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A new 16 to 20 foot multi-use pathway over the Columbia River

completely separated from vehicle traffic due to the design of the

Stacked Transit Highway Bridge

•

Protections from traffic noise, exhaust and debris for pedestrians

and bicyclists on the river crossing

•

More direct connections on each side of the river, consisting of

stairs, ramps, and elevators, as well as pathway extensions that

connect in with existing or planned facilities and public transit

•

Many new or enhanced sidewalks, bike lanes, and crosswalks near

the bridge and throughout the project area

•

Since the publication of the DEIS in May 2008, and the selection of the

LPA in July 2008, the CRC project team has continued to work with the

Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee and project partners to

refine route and facility design. The updated design, as described in

Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS, is the outcome of a long

collaboration process.

 

N-013-008

As described in the DEIS, there will be new recreational facilities

provided as part of the CRC project. These facilities include new bicycle

and pedestrian pathways that extend over the river connecting in with

existing and planned pathways and improved east-west connections

throughout the project area, as well as the Community Connector over I-

5 that will provide a location for passive recreational uses. Additionally,

both the City of Portland and City of Vancouver may have opportunities

to develop areas vacated following construction of the project into park

and recreational facilities. A more detailed description of these

connections and potential facilities can be found in Chapter 3 (Section

3.7) and Chapter 5 of the FEIS.
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N-013-009

Thank you for your comment. The interchange and exit/entrance to/from

Martin Luther King Blvd will be significantly redesigned and built to

improve traffic movements for vehicle and truck traffic. For more

information please see Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS.

 

N-013-010

The Marine Drive interchange will get a complete redesign from the CRC

project in order to improve all traffic movements. For more information,

please see Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS.

 

N-013-011

The details of the tolling system are yet to be determined. It is currently

not anticipated that transit users, bicyclists or pedestrians will pay a toll. 

Additionally, certain toll discounts or waivers for other groups have been

and will continue to be considered. Regarding I-205, traffic modeling

indicates that tolling I-5 only would divert some traffic to I-205.  However,

under existing and No-build conditions, trips already, and would continue

to, divert to I-205 because of the unreliability and congestion in the I-5

corridor.  With the CRC improvements to I-5, many of those diverted trips

would shift back to I-5 because it would be a shorter and more reliable

trip than I-205. Tolling the I-5 crossing causes some trips to shift to I-205

in order to avoid the toll.  Thus the net difference in the number of trips

crossing on I-205 is only slightly higher with the CRC project as without

it. Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the DEIS discusses the effects of the

project on traffic levels in the I-5 and I-205 corridors.

 

N-013-012

Both ODOT and WSDOT are committed to assisting qualified minority

and women-owned businesses to obtain design or construction related

contracts for the Columbia River Crossing Project. While local

contractors are welcome to apply, Federal contracts cannot dictate the
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use of local contractors. The construction phase for this project is

anticipated to begin not earlier than 2013. Firms seeking to assist the

CRC project in this next phase of work should first make sure that they

are registered as a state certified contractor in either Washington or

Oregon or both. Both ODOT and WSDOT have information on their

websites about this process. Firms are also encouraged to contact the

agencies directly to obtain certification and make sure they have all

relevant information. Firms should stay current with project

developments by signing up for e-Updates via the CRC website.

 

N-013-013

Following the close of the 60-day DEIS comment period and the

selection of an LPA, a 10-member governor-appointed panel was formed

to advise the Oregon and Washington DOT on project development for

the CRC project.  The Project Sponsors Council (PSC) was charged with

advising the project on completion of the FEIS, project design, project

timeline, sustainable construction methods, consistency with greenhouse

gas emission reduction goals and the financial plan, as well as they

number of lanes on the bridge.  The PSC made recommendations after

considering technical information, receiving input from relevant advisory

groups and reviewing public comments. See Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of

the FEIS for details on the PSC's recommendations and Chapter 6 and

Appendix B of the FEIS for a description of public involvement activities

that occurred after the DEIS was published.

 

N-013-014

Thank you for the diagrams. They have been reviewed by CRC project

staff to assist in development of the interchange designs.
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