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Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

P-0566-002

The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) estimates that

each dollar invested in public transportation generates $4 - 9 in local

economic activity. Every $10 million in capital investment generally

produces a $32 million increase in business sales (APTA 2007). These

figures indicate that economic development opportunities have, and will

continue to arise from investment in transit. Case studies of transit

projects in the United States reveal that transit may increase both

residential and commercial property values and attract transit-oriented
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development (TOD). Increased pedestrian activity near transit stations

can also improve economic vitality within transit corridors. A discussion

of TOD can be found in Chapter 3 (Section 3.4) of the DEIS and in the

Chapter 3 (Section 3.4) in the FEIS.

The DEIS and FEIS identify the potential for TOD around the new light

rail stations on Hayden Island and in downtown Vancouver. This

development is often pedestrian friendly, compact, and mixed-use, and

could change the type and character of retail businesses in these areas

to serve this change in urban character.

 

P-0566-003

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.

 

P-0566-004

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.
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