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Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

P-0596-002

Providing express light rail service between Portland and Vancouver

would require a third, and possibly fourth track, to be built to allow light

rail trains traveling along the Yellow Line to bypass certain transit stops

and non-express trains. This would require a significant capital

investment and greater community impacts that are not a part of the

CRC project.
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Providing express light rail service between Portland and Vancouver

would require a third, and possibly fourth track, to be built to allow light

rail trains traveling along the Yellow Line to bypass certain transit stops

and non-express trains. This would require a significant capital

investment and greater community impacts that are not a part of the

CRC project.

 

P-0596-004

As discussed in the DEIS, a replacement bridge over the Columbia River

will include dramatically improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities by

providing:

A new 16 to 20 foot multi-use pathway over the Columbia River

completely separated from vehicle traffic due to the design of the

Stacked Transit Highway Bridge

•

Protections from traffic noise, exhaust and debris for pedestrians

and bicyclists on the river crossing

•

More direct connections on each side of the river, consisting of

stairs, ramps, and elevators, as well as pathway extensions that

connect in with existing or planned facilities and public transit

•

Many new or enhanced sidewalks, bike lanes, and crosswalks near

the bridge and throughout the project area

•

Since the publication of the DEIS in May 2008, and the selection of the

LPA in July 2008, the CRC project team has continued to work with the

Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee and project partners to

refine route and facility design. The updated design, as described in

Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS, is the outcome of a long

collaboration process.
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The CRC project will not have a community enhancement fund, but will

mitigate any adverse impact to low-income and minority populations and

provide community enhancements as part of the project design. The

DEIS evaluated potential effects to low-income and minority populations,

and found the project would benefit them by reducing traffic congestion,

introducing high-quality reliable transit on Hayden Island and in

Vancouver, and improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

As engineering progresses, the project team will continue to evaluate the

best method to integrate community enhancements into the project

design. We are working with surrounding communities to support their

goals and provide enhancements as part of the overall project design

rather than establish a funding source for activities separate from the

project.

 

P-0596-006

Since the publication of the DEIS in May of 2008, and the selection of

the LPA by project partners in July 2008, the CRC project team has been

working to minimize the potential property impacts associated with the

projects' improvements. Though the project team has been working to

stay within the existing right-of-way, some property right acquisitions will

be unavoidable. Property owners will receive just compensation for the

estimated value of land and improvements acquired and for other

impacts that result in a measurable loss of value to the remaining

property. Following the publication of the FEIS, property owners will be

notified of impacts to their property and acquisition negotiations will

begin. The acquisition and relocation process will follow The Uniform

Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Policies Act of

1970 (as amended).

Potential property acquisitions that will be required to construct the LPA

are described and summarized in Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) of the FEIS

Columbia River Crossing

Appendix P September 2011



and listed by property in Appendix D. The process by which acquisitions

will occur is described in the Real Property Acquisition and Relocation

Plan and summarized in Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) of the FEIS.

 

P-0596-007

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.
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