S-005-001
Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC
DEIS.
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S-005-002
Please see specific responses below.

S-005-003

The Land Use Technical Report provides a list of local, regional, and
state plans that may need to be amended, to include the LPA, as well as
an early assessment of permitting requirements. There are very few
plans which will need to be amended, as the project is already reflected
in many transportation and growth management plans for the region, the
states, and the Cities.
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S-005-004

By its definition, the No-Build alternative is meant to illustrate the
environmental effects and performance of not implementing the CRC
build alternatives. Therefore, it would not be a No-Build alternative if it
included any of the CRC proposed improvements. However, No-Build
does include all other actions that are separately planned, including the
other elements of the regional transportation plan and the metropolitan
transportation plan, as well as actions planned by the City of Vancouver,
the City of Portland, or other parties. For example, planned
improvements to local roadways or transit infrastructure that would occur
regardless of whether the CRC project is constructed are included in the
no-build alternative.
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S-005-005

The Final EIS clarifies how vehicle operating costs were used in the
traffic modeling. Additionally, impacts to land development patterns are
evaluated based, in part, on the changes in travel times afforded by the
different alternatives. Other factors that influence the determination of
likely impacts on land uses include the effect of tolling on travel behavior,
the introduction of light rail on Hayden Island and through downtown
Vancouver, and existing growth management and zoning in this region.
The conclusion in the Draft EIS is that potential land use changes from
this project are more likely to be transit-oriented development around
new light rail stations than auto-dependent development along the urban
periphery. This analysis has been refined for the FEIS. Additionally, in
2010, Metro used a Metroscope model (an integrated land use and
transportation model) to forecast growth associated with the CRC
project. the model showed only minimal changes in employment location
and housing demand compared to the No-Build Alternative. For more
information about induced demand, see Chapter 3 (Section 3.4) of the
FEIS.

There are many examples of highways in large cities that are congested
outside peak commute periods, and this is predicted for the No Build
scenario by 2030.This indicates that, without this project, many
commuters would choose to travel to/from work earlier or later than
typical in order to avoid the periods of worst delay.

The analysis in the DEIS and the FEIS accounts for the possibility of
traffic levels rising due to highway travel time improvements. The traffic
model used to predict travel demand accounts for the possibility

that reduced travel times will potentially attract more motorists, and
likewise for the cost of the toll to discourage vehicle crossings.

S-005-006
HCT will likely attract users who live within the urbanized area. And the
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new capacity has the potential to serve, and to attract more

distant users. However, the metroscope modeling for the previous
phase of this project suggested that the bridge would not have real
estate (land use) effects on the urban fringe. Rather, the new capacity
slightly increased the desirability of inner neighborhoods of northeast
Portland and on in southern Clark County. Additional travel demand
modeling, as reported in the Traffic Technical Report, also shows the
origins and destinations of new users and their geographic origins.
Please see Chapter 3 (Section 3.4) of the FEIS for a discussion of
indirect land use effects.

S-005-007

Tolling price structures have not yet been determined. Many price
structures and tolling policies are being explored to find the best balance
of revenue generation, demand management, and equity. At the request
of local agency representatives, the project has developed a set of
performance measures which will be used for management of the facility,
the corridor, and the tolling structure.
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