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T-003-001

The DEIS evaluation of impacts to ecosystems considered a variety of

environmental factors including aquatic and terrestrial species and their

habitats. This analysis was based on the level of design available during

the DEIS, and it focused on providing information to allow the public and

decision-makers to make informed comments and decisions about the

best manner for this project to proceed (or not). Overall, the analysis of

ecosystem impacts (and other analyses in the DEIS) disclosed the type

and magnitude of impacts from the alternatives and highlighted where

there were differences in these effects between the alternatives. Where

mitigation measures discussed in the DEIS applied to all of the build

alternatives, they did not provide meaningful distinction between the

build alternatives or the decision about which alternative to choose.  This

was the case with endangered species where the impacts of primary

concern, and the mitigation associated with them, were similar in type

and magnitude for all of the build alternatives.

It is typical in projects like this to wait for a preferred alternative to be

selected and design further developed before initiating the formal

consultation with resource agencies (i.e. submitting a Biological

Assessment). The evaluation in the DEIS was used to solicit public

feedback about the project's future direction and to inform local decision-

makers' selection of a locally preferred alternative. After the LPA was

selected, the project advanced its design in order to support preparation

of the BA. Much of the more nuanced evaluation for ESA compliance is

also included in the FEIS, including more specificity about the type and

severity of impacts to ecosystems and the efficacy of proposed

mitigation measures, including discussion of water quality, induced

development, in-water structures, and in-water work. Please see Chapter

3 (Sections 3.4, 3.14, 3.15, and 3.16) of the FEIS for more information.

As the DEIS included the level of detailed required for informed decision-

making and comment, a supplemental DEIS is not warranted.
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T-003-002

As discussed above, although the DEIS allowed for a meaningful

comparison of alternatives, the FEIS includes more specificity than what

was available during the DEIS evaluation. Please see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS for an updated discussion of bridge structures (Section 2.2) and

construction methods (Section 2.3). Discussion of LPA effects on

species and habitat, including issues related to fish predation,

hydroacoustics, turbidity, and the in-water work window, are included in

Chapter 3 (Sections 3.14, 3.15, and 3.16).

 

T-003-003

Chapter 3 of the DEIS included more detail on piers (Section 3.15) and

water quality (Section 3.16) than was included in Exhibit 27. Water

quality analysis has been updated for the FEIS, and is included in

Chapter 3 (Section 3.14). As discussed in the FEIS, although the total

amount of pollutant generating impervious surface would slightly

increase for the LPA, the amount of untreated impervious surface would

drop dramatically compared to existing conditions and the No-Build

Alternative. As a result, the LPA is expected to improve water quality in

the Columbia River relative to the No-Build Alternative.

 

T-003-004

Thank you for submitting your comments. As discussed above, the DEIS

provided a meaningful comparison of species and habitat impacts for the

project alternatives, and analysis of these impacts and related

mitigations has been updated in the FEIS. As such, a supplemental

DEIS is not warranted.

WSDOT, ODOT, FHWA, and FTA are committed to government-to-

government consultation with tribes on projects that may affect tribal

rights and resources. Since publication of the DEIS, CRC staff has

continued to consult with tribes on a range of issues, including species
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and habitat, as outlined in Appendix A of the FEIS. We look forward to

continued tribal consultation as the CRC project progresses.
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