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From: Donna Taclindo
To: Columbia River Crossing;
CC:
Subject:
Date: Wednesday, May 28, 2008 4:16:10 PM

Attachments:

| feel that the plan to just start charging a toll and delay the second
crossing is not a good fix. The original plan for a second bridge is a
must fix. The toll will just delay traffic and make a bigger mistake and
not even a short term solution for a long time problem.
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Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in
comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were
shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following
the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the
CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5
bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred
Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland
City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,
Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public
comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting
on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to
carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia
River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland
to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians
and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists
today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and
pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the
FEIS.

Regarding tolling, tolling was evaluated in the DEIS, and included in the
LPA for two important reasons. First, a toll may be necessary to pay for
the construction of this project, as discussed in Chapter 4 of the FEIS.
Second, a toll provides a valuable travel demand management tool that
encourages travelers to take alternative modes (including light rail
provided by this project), travel at off-peak periods, or reduce their auto
trips. This demand management reduces congestion and extends the
effective service of the facility.
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When the existing I-5 northbound bridge was built in 1917, it was paid for
with a toll. The southbound I-5 bridge, built in 1958, was also funded
partially by tolls.
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