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Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

P-0658-002

The Vancouver-Portland region is a trade hub, acting as a gateway and

distribution center for domestic and international markets.  The region

has become a trade hub, in large part, because of its direct access to the

freeway system, navigable rivers, rail lines, and international air

shipping.  The region’s continued competitiveness as a trade hub is

dependent on the ability to efficiently move freight on and between these

transportation facilities. Creating a new route for international truck

freight cannot replace the role of I-5 as a freight route. For many freight

trips with local origins and destinations, this new route would result in out

of direction travel, adding to travel time and shipping costs. Increased

shipping costs can have a significant impact on the overall costs of doing

business in our region, making us less competitive and threatening our

status as a trade hub.

 

P-0658-003

The construction of the CRC project is not intended to be a substitute for

creating jobs in Clark County. The project’s improvements for freight,

reliability and transit access are expected to stimulate economic activity

and job growth. The economic analysis indicates that job growth in

Vancouver and at the Port of Vancouver will benefit from the project. The

construction of the project itself will also provide jobs to workers in Clark

County.  Vancouver, Clark County, the Columbia River Economic

Development Council, and other organizations work together to increase

the jobs to population ratio in Clark County.
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