
L-018-001

The Vancouver School District submitted a comment on the Draft EIS

that was primarily focused on the benefits and potential negative impacts

of the high capacity transit system on the school system and its students.

A representative of the district was a member of the Vancouver Working

Group (VWG) which developed recommendations for design of the light

rail extension in Vancouver. The VWG met 13 times from 2009 to 2010.

 

Columbia River Crossing

Appendix P September 2011



L-018-002

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

L-018-003

The CRC project is using design strategies that have been proven to

reduce the potential for crime at stations and on trains.  In addition, CRC

has received input from advisory groups, jurisdictions, and the public to

design a system that will enhance safety and security.

Recommendations include, but are not limited to, locating stations near

residential and commercial buildings; controlling pedestrian access to

stations through the strategic placement of entrances and exits, fencing,

lighting, and landscaping; lighting stations so that all activity is easily

visible; and designing a clear line of sight into and out of the station. A

Safety and Security Management Plan (SSMP) was created, in part, to

address public concerns about safety, and is a requirement for funding

from the Federal Transit Administration. Safety will be designed into

every phase of the project.  

The CRC project is working with the City of Vancouver and Portland

police and C-TRAN and TriMet security to promote passenger safety at

stations and park and ride facilities, as well as on light rail trains. The

project team has developed a security plan for the transit component of

the project, which outlines a variety of potential safety measures,

including working with local government to develop supportive land-uses

near transit stations, enforcing fare payment, installing closed-circuit TV

at light rail stations, park and rides, and on trains, and patrolling stations

and trains by Transit security and local police officers. For more

information about how safety and security associated with light rail is

being addressed by the CRC project, see Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the

FEIS.

Regarding alignment specifically, the light rail alignment will not include a
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terminus at Kiggins Bowl or Lincoln. Light rail will extend from the Expo

Center MAX Station in Portland to a station and park and ride at Clark

College in Vancouver.

 

L-018-004

Safety and security are high priorities for C-Tran and TriMet. Though

studies show that crime rates at transit stations are directly linked to the

amount of crime in the surrounding neighborhoods, CRC, C-TRAN and

TriMet are partnering with local jurisdictions, police and neighborhoods

to design, implement and operate a safe and secure transit system. The

project team has developed a Safety and Security Management Plan for

the transit component of the project, which outlines a variety of potential

safety measures. These measures include working with local

governments to develop supportive land-uses near transit stations;

enforcing fare payment; installing closed-circuit TV at light rail stations,

Park & Rides, and on trains; and patrolling stations and trains by Transit

security and local police officers. For more information about how safety

and security associated with light rail is being addressed by the CRC

project, see Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the FEIS.

Since publication of the DEIS, the LPA was adopted with the Clark

College MOS terminus alignment which reduces the potential impact of

light rail travelling near schools.

 

L-018-005

The CRC project modeled how drivers would access the three proposed

park and ride lots in Vancouver during the morning peak commute. Two

of the three park and rides – Clark and Columbia – are located adjacent

to major thorough fares (I-5 and SR 14). The Mill Park and Ride, though

not adjacent to I-5 or a state route, is located between two major

arterials, Mill Plain and Fourth Plain Boulevards.  This modeling

confirmed the majority of drivers (70%-95%) would access the Park and

Rides from major roads including I-5, SR 14, SR 500, Mill Plain and
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Fourth Plain, not local streets. The Lincoln Park and Ride is not part of

the LPA.

 

L-018-006

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the CRC

DEIS. The LPA will include modern bicycle and pedestrian facilities that

would accommodate more bicyclists and pedestrians, and improve

connectivity and safety for many local streets. While this project is not

specifically scoped to provide safe bicycle and pedestrian routes to

schools, it is likely that students and other citizens will benefit from

the bicycle and pedestrian improvements associated with the project.

 

L-018-007

The project team has not attempted to measure the educational value of

the proposed light rail system, however, the potential for educational

opportunities is appreciated and encouraged. Chapter 3 (Section 3.19) of

the DEIS summarized the results of the GHG emissions and climate

change analysis conducted for the DEIS alternatives. This analysis has

been updated for the LPA, and is found in Chapter 3 (Section 3.19) of

the FEIS. 
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