
S-007-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.
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S-007-002

The project co-leads agree that CRC should include highly effective

transit and demand management provisions. The locally preferred

alternative (LPA) includes substantial investment in a high quality transit

system by extending light rail into Vancouver, and would place a toll on

the I-5 bridges. Traffic modeling indicates that the project would greatly

increase transit ridership and transit mode share, and reduce the number

of vehicles crossing the I-5 bridges each day.  Please see Chapter 3

(Section 3.1) for details about these effects.

 

S-007-003

The impacts of the project on air emissions have been projected to be

very similar to the 2030 No-Build emissions, and substantially lower than

existing conditions.  Please see Chapter 3 (Section 3.10) of the FEIS for

the updated air quality analysis.

 

S-007-004

See the FEIS Section 3.10 for a discussion of mitigation to reduce

construction-related emissions.  Measures will be further developed

during Final Design, including measures to be implemented by

construction contractors.

 

S-007-005

The analysis of air quality impacts during construction recognizes that

emissions will be higher near some of the construction activities. 

However, review of construction monitoring data from similar

construction activities indicated that such increases tend to be very

small.  See the air quality analysis in the FEIS, Section 3.10.
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S-007-006

The project intends to include measures that would encourage or require

emission reduction during construction.  Construction equipment will use

ultra-low-sulfur diesel fuel or otherwise comply with new regulations. 

Previous monitoring of construction activities have not indicated

significant rises in pollutants.  But, the project is committed to

ongoing consideration of this issue; and will strive to maintain our

communities' high quality of life during construction.  Any plans to

monitor construction activities would be developed and implemented

later in the project development process. 

 

S-007-007

A summary of major themes of comments received from the public,

agencies and tribes has been added to the Executive Summary.  A more

detailed discussion can be found in Appendix B of the FEIS.  A summary

of comments received during the DEIS comment period can be found in

Chapter 6 of the FEIS.

 

S-007-008

The project team does not know the demographics of most of the

commenters; this information was not solicited.

 

S-007-009

NEPA requires a comment period for a DEIS to be no less than 45 days. 

Prior to issuing the CRC DEIS, FTA, FHWA and the other project Co-

Leads (WSDOT, ODOT, RTC, Metro, TriMet and C-TRAN) decided to

extend this to 60 days in order to allow additional time for review and

comment.  Section 6002 (g)(2)(A) of SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Accountable,

Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users), the

federal transportation reauthorization bill, established a comment period

of “no more than 60 days” for DEISs.  FTA and FHWA did not see “good

cause” [(Section 6002 (g)(2)(A)(ii)] for extending the current comment
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period beyond the 60 days that were already being provided. 

The DEIS comment period is only one opportunity during the NEPA

process for the public, agencies and tribes to review information and

provide input.  As discussed in Appendix B of the DEIS, over the three

years prior to the publication of the DEIS, the project provided

opportunities for stakeholders to comment on numerous components of

the draft including the Purpose and Need, Range of Alternatives,

methodologies for analyzing impacts to various elements of the

environment and preliminary findings.  Project staff also participated in

meetings with neighborhood groups, business organizations, and other

potentially affected stakeholders. Strategies for communicating with

limited-English, low-income, and minority populations have been

developed by, and facilitated through, local communities, the CRC

Community Environmental Justice Group (CEJG) and community-based

organizations. As an example, CEJG sponsored informal Q&A sessions

that occurred during the DEIS comment period. Certain project materials,

including information related to the DEIS and associated open houses

and public hearings, are translated into Spanish, Russian, and

Vietnamese, and interpreters are available at project open houses by

request. 

In addition, since the DEIS comment period there have been numerous

community meetings, open houses, and public hearings by project

sponsors, providing more opportunities for public input and comment. In

total, as of March 2011, CRC staff have participated in over 900 public

events to directly reach over 27,000 people since October 2005.

 

S-007-010

All of these issues have been addressed in the DEIS and FEIS.  See

Chapter 3, Sections 3.11, on Noise, 3.10 on Air Quality, and 3.5 on

Environmental Justice.  Other environmental standards are addressed in
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the respective sections of Chapter 3.  The FEIS also contains more

specific mitigation, including monitoring where appropriate.

 

S-007-011

The first three action items you have recommended were addressed by

the PATA study which is referenced in the Air Quality Section (3.10) of

the DEIS. After publication of the DEIS, this analysis was updated using

the Portland Air Toxics Solutions (PATS) program, as discussed in

Section 3.10 of the FEIS. The other recommendations are addressed in

multiple sections of the FEIS that discuss construction-related impacts.

The DEIS and FEIS analyses of impacts to air quality, noise,

electromagnetic fields, and other factors that can affect human health,

are based on comparing the project’s impacts to specific standards that

have been established to protect public health. Ensuring the project will

meet or better these standards is used as a method to determine

whether the project will have an adverse effect on human health.  The

criteria used in the DEIS and the FEIS are based on government

regulatory standards where they have been established (such as for

criteria air pollutants). Where regulatory standards do not exist, then the

criteria are based on government agency guidelines or thresholds

established by public health and safety professionals.  Modeling

conducted for the DEIS and FEIS indicate that air emissions from I-5

traffic will be significantly lower by 2030 than they are today, and will be

well below established regulatory standards designed to protect human

health (see Section 3.10 of the DEIS and Section 3.10 of the FEIS). 

Noise impacts from I-5 traffic, with the mitigation proposed for the CRC

project, would also be substantially lower than today. Noise from the light

rail can be mitigated below FTA’s noise impact criteria as well (see

Section 3.11 of the DEIS and Section 3.11 of the FEIS).

The DEIS did not explicitly evaluate potential effects on physical activity

or obesity. However, the DEIS and FEIS describes in Chapter 2 how the
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project could affect the surrounding urban form that would increase

opportunities for physical activity, including: improved bicycle and

pedestrian facilities crossing the river; improved connections between

existing and new bike and pedestrian paths and across I-5; the light rail

extension and transit stations that support increased pedestrian-oriented

development; improved sidewalks in Vancouver; and new pedestrian

and bicycle connections crossing I-5. The project would also reduce daily

hours of congestion on I-5 and provide greatly improved transit service,

both of which decrease the amount of time travelers spend in cars, thus

further promoting physical activity.

 

S-007-012

These are issues which addressed in Section 4.8 of the Environmental

Justice Technical Report, and more generally in the Economics

Technical Report.  Please refer to these documents in the appendices to

the FEIS. 

Both ODOT and WSDOT are committed to assisting qualified minority

and women-owned businesses to obtain design or construction related

contracts for the Columbia River Crossing Project. The construction

phase for this project is anticipated to begin not earlier than 2013. Firms

seeking to assist the CRC project in this next phase of work should first

make sure that they are registered as a state certified contractor in either

Washington or Oregon or both. Both ODOT and WSDOT have

information on their websites about this process. Firms are also

encouraged to contact the agencies directly to obtain certification and

make sure they have all relevant information. Firms should stay current

with project developments by signing up for e-Updates via the CRC

website.

 

S-007-013

See Chapter 3 (Section 3.5) and Appendices A and B of the FEIS for a
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summary of outreach efforts including efforts specific to environmental

justice communities.

 

S-007-014

See the FEIS Section 3.10, Air Quality, for updated discussion of air

quality impacts and mitigation.

 

S-007-015

Please see Chapter 3 (Section 3.11) for a description of mitigation

measures proposed for noise impacts.

The Shumway, Rose Village, and Esther Short neighborhoods are not

identified as being “disproportionately below the poverty level.” Rather,

both the Rose Village and Esther Short neighborhoods have had higher

than average rates of residents below the poverty level as compared to

the rest of the project area, whereas Shumway’s poverty rates are equal

to the project area average. Please see the FEIS for updated noise

analysis (Section 3.11) and environmental justice analysis (Section 3.5).

 

S-007-016

We have developed a more comprehensive mitigation for the Gresham

impacts.  Please refer to Section 3.5 of the FEIS for details.

 

S-007-017

You will find this information in Chapter 3 (Section 3.5) of the FEIS.

 

S-007-018

Mitigation for property acquisition is addressed by federal and state

statues which require that property be purchased at fair market value.

Statutes also require that all residential displacements be provided with

replacement housing or relocation assistance, and that business

displacements be provided relocation assistance. Federal and state
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statues, such as the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property

Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (as amended), determine the standards

and procedures for providing such replacement housing and business

relocation assistance.  See Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) for information

regarding the process for property acquisitions and relocations.

 

S-007-019

Such analyses have been completed for areas that are adjacent to the

newly acquired lands.  The impacts to these areas have been discussed

in the respective technical reports (e.g. traffic, noise, etc.)  Many of these

issues are then summarized in the neighborhoods and environmental

justice technical reports, which go one step further to assess socio-

economic impacts.

 

S-007-020

The DEIS and FEIS analyses of impacts to air quality, noise,

electromagnetic fields, and other factors that can affect human health,

are based on comparing the project’s impacts to specific standards that

have been established to protect public health. Ensuring the project will

meet or better these standards is used as a method to determine

whether the project will have an adverse effect on human health.  The

criteria used in the DEIS and the FEIS are based on government

regulatory standards where they have been established (such as for

criteria air pollutants). Where regulatory standards do not exist, then the

criteria are based on government agency guidelines or thresholds

established by public health and safety professionals.  Modeling

conducted for the DEIS and FEIS indicate that air emissions from I-5

traffic will be significantly lower by 2030 than they are today, and will be

well below established regulatory standards designed to protect human

health (see Section 3.10 of the DEIS and Section 3.10 of the FEIS). 

Noise impacts from I-5 traffic, with the mitigation proposed for the CRC

project, will also be substantially lower than today. Noise from the light

rail can be mitigated below FTA’s noise impact criteria as well (see
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Section 3.11 of the DEIS and Section 3.11 of the FEIS).   

The DEIS did not explicitly evaluate potential effects on physical activity

or obesity. However, the DEIS and FEIS both discuss how the project

could affect the surrounding urban form that would increase

opportunities for physical activity, including: improved bicycle and

pedestrian facilities crossing the river; improved connections between

existing and new bike and pedestrian paths and across I-5; the LRT

extension and transit stations that support increased pedestrian-oriented

development; improved sidewalks in Vancouver; and new pedestrian

and bicycle connections crossing I-5. The project would also reduce daily

hours of congestion on I-5 compared to No-Build and provide greatly

improved transit service, both of which decrease the amount of time

travelers spend in cars, thus further promoting physical activity.

The project team has documented the distribution of most of the

vulnerable populations requested, and has updated that analysis for the

FEIS. The project has included a neighborhood by neighborhood

assessment of populations who are elderly, disabled, Hispanic, etc.  The

project has also looked at concentrations of such populations within each

neighborhood.  Furthermore, the analysis of the project impacts has

indicated that air emissions from I-5 would be well below standards set

to protect public health. 

 

S-007-021

The Cumulative Impacts analysis for environmental justice communities

is only part of a set of cumulative impact assessments that cover the

areas about which you have expressed concern.  With the FEIS, the

project team has produced a cumulative impacts report which seeks to

integrate the numerous discipline reports.  In so doing, issues of socio-

economics, environment, and culture are considered together.
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S-007-022

The database resources used in the Final EIS are the standard

regulatory databases required by WSDOT Guidance and Standards

Methodology for Discipline Reports (June 2009 ) and and American

Society of Testing Materials (ASTM) 1527. As such, no additional data

search will be conducted at this time.

 

S-007-023

The project team is aware of these requirements, and anticipates

working with Ecology in the future as the project progresses.

 

S-007-024

The project team appreciates Ecology's assistance with defining

hazardous, non-hazardous and solid waste.

 

S-007-025

Options to manage the workload can be discussed as the project moves

forward.

 

S-007-026

The project team will coordinate with the City of Vancouver to verify and

address this.

 

S-007-027

The project team will work with Ecology and the City of Vancouver to

secure such permits as the project progresses.

 

S-007-028

Dredging is not proposed in association with bridge construction within

the waters of the State of Washington. 
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S-007-029

Fill is required for project construction and the project team will pursue a

CUP.

 

S-007-030

WSDOT and ODOT typically require the utility company to obtain all

necessary environmental permits.  However, if the relocation is included

in a CRC construction contract, the utility company may be covered by

the DOT’s environmental permits for that contract.

 

S-007-031

The project team will contact the County Health Department during later

phases of the project.

 

S-007-032

The project team is beginning to assess ways to reduce waste during

construction through both traditional and innovative techniques. Some

such ideas are documented in the CRC Sustainability Plan.

 

S-007-033

The project team will contact Ecology in such an event.

 

S-007-034

The information in the DEIS reflects the level of design that was

developed at that time. We now have more detailed information on water

quality protection during construction, which is discussed in Chapters

3.14 and 3.18 of the FEIS. An erosion and sediment control plan will be

drafted and submitted to Ecology before construction. 

 

S-007-035

The project team is aware of the need for stormwater treatment for runoff
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in the Burnt Bridge Creek watershed. We intend to provide this treatment

and have documented a treatment approach in Chapter 3 (Section 3.14)

of the FEIS. As we develop our mitigation plan with Ecology and other

agencies, we expect our stormwater treatment approach to include

measures that will satisfy local, state, and federal water quality

requirements.

 

S-007-036

Much of the information requested was included in the DEIS and Water

Quality Technical Report that supported the DEIS. However, some of the

requested information was not known due to the preliminary level of

design for the alternatives evaluated in the DEIS. Additional detail and

information about water pollutants has been identified and has been

included in the FEIS -- please see Chapters 3.14 and 3.16.

 

S-007-037

We worked with Ecology, Oregon DEQ, and federal agencies to

integrate their standards into the project's stormwater management

approach. This process helped inform the Biological Assessment and

was used to provide additional detail in the FEIS.

 

S-007-038

Tolling plazas are not proposed for this project. Tolling is proposed to be

conducted through electronic means (e.g. transponders and/or

cameras), and thus would not slow traffic or require a substantial

footprint.

 

S-007-039

A full discussion of the method (Method 1: WSDOT Data-FHWA Method)

is located in the Hydrology and Water Quality Technical Report.
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S-007-040

The Hydrology and Water Quality Technical Report addresses water

quality standards and potential loading to local receiving water bodies,

including Burnt Bridge Creek.

 

S-007-041

This will be considered by WSDOT and Ecology as project specific and

region-wide permitting efforts occur.

 

S-007-042

The project team is aware of this and will seek this permit during later

phases of the project.

 

S-007-043

These measures will be in place prior to construction activity. The project

team will work with Ecology and other agencies to ensure these

measures provide the intended protection.

 

S-007-044

These practices will be established prior to construction.

 

S-007-045

These tables were inadvertently not included in the Wetlands Technical

Report that supported the DEIS, but are included in the Wetlands

Technical Report that supports the FEIS. The wetland categories are

stated in the DEIS and FEIS Wetlands Technical Reports, but were not

included in the DEIS or FEIS documents due to space limitations.

 

S-007-046

Thank you for your comment.
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