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P-0781-001

As described in Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the DEIS, ODOT's Safety

Priority Index System (SPIS) ranked two locations within the CRC project

area, the Hayden Island Interchange and the North Portland Harbor

Bridge, within the top 5% of the highest scored sites or, high crash

locations, in the state for 2004 to 2006. Within Washington, five locations

along I-5 in the project area have been categorized by WSDOT as high

accident locations, as reported in the DEIS.

Improving safety and mobility of cars and freight using the bridge and

highway is a part of the CRC project’s purpose and need. As described

in Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the DEIS and FEIS, the replacement bridge

and highway alignment, which was chosen as part of the LPA, includes a

range of safety and design improvements. Some of those improvements

include:

A new bridge structure high enough for marine traffic, which

eliminates the need for a lift span

•

The addition of safety shoulders for stalled vehicles and incident

responders

•

Improved sight lines so drivers can see over the crest of the bridge,

reducing the potential for rear-end collisions during congested

periods

•

Longer on-ramps and off-ramps to make it easier for drivers to

merge onto traffic, and improve connections between interchanges

•

Reducing congestion over the bridge compared to No-Build, by

improving traffic operations, providing light rail and charging a toll to

cross the river.

•

Additional potential safety measures, such as eliminating interchanges or

reducing posted speeds, were considered during earlier phases of the

CRC project but were dropped from further consideration because they
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did not meet the accessibility goals of the project, did not meet highway

design standards, and/or were not supported by the local jurisdictions.

 

P-0781-002

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.

 

P-0781-003

The NEPA process is designed to solicit input, including input from

agencies and advisory committees.  The fact that the CRC project has

recieved such input is a sign that the process is working as intended. 

 

P-0781-004

Thank you for your comment. The New Starts schedule has not

prevented the CRC project from including extensive technical and public

review and input into the development of the Draft and Final EIS

documents and the LPA.

 

P-0781-005

Government agencies have been significantly involved in providing

project guidance throughout the CRC project. The CRC Task Force -

composed of 39 leaders from a broad cross section of Washington and

Oregon communities – was tasked with advising the CRC project team

and providing guidance and recommendations at key decision points.

Public agencies, businesses, civic organizations, neighborhoods and

freight, commuter and environmental groups were all represented on the

Task Force. Following the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment

period in July 2008, the CRC project's six local sponsor agencies

selected a replacement I-5 bridge with light rail to Clark College as the

project's Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies,

which include the Portland City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet

Board, C-TRAN Board, Metro Council, and RTC Board, considered the
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DEIS analysis, public comment, and a recommendation from the CRC

Task Force when voting on the LPA.  Following adoption of the LPA, a

10-member governor-appointed panel of government agencies and

institutions was formed to advise the Oregon and Washington DOT on

project development for the CRC project.  The Project Sponsors Council

(PSC) was charged with advising the project on completion of the FEIS,

project design, project timeline, sustainable construction methods,

consistency with greenhouse gas emission reduction goals and the

financial plan.  The PSC made recommendations after considering

technical information, receiving input from relevant advisory groups and

reviewing public comments.

 

P-0781-006

Light rail has been endorsed by every Sponsoring Agency (Vancouver

City Council, C-TRAN, RTC, Portland City Council, TriMet, and Metro),

whose boards are comprised of the elected leadership of the region.

Annual light rail passenger trips crossing the I-5 bridge in 2030 are

projected to be 6.1 million, with daily ridership around 18,700. The travel

time for the morning commute by light rail between downtown Vancouver

and Pioneer Square in downtown Portland will be approximately 34

minutes. Light rail would travel on a dedicated right-of-way, with more

reliable travel times than auto drivers dealing with unpredictable road

conditions, traffic congestion, and parking challenges.

The CRC project planning for light rail incorporates and supports the

principles of the Vancouver's City Center Vision Plan. Downtown

Vancouver has seen recent growth in higher density mixed use projects

from three to 12 stories in height. In addition, another 4,000 downtown

condominiums are proposed or pending as part of new developments. 

The core of Vancouver has, along with many of the larger corridors such

as Fourth Plain Blvd, medium to high density residential development

and an urban mix of uses. Transit demand in these areas is quite high,

and ridership will increase with the introduction of light rail. 
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Long-term operation and maintenance of the new light rail line will be

funded through C-TRAN and TriMet. For its share of the operations and

maintenance funding, C-TRAN plans on having a public vote.

As illustrated in the DEIS, and summarized in Exhibit 29 (page S-33) of

the Executive Summary, light rail would better serve transit riders than

bus rapid transit (BRT) within the CRC project area. Light rail would carry

more passengers across the river during the PM peak, result in more

people choosing to take transit, faster travel times through the project

area, fewer potential noise impacts, and lower costs per incremental

rider than BRT. Additionally, light rail is more likely to attract desirable

development on Hayden Island and in downtown Vancouver, which is

consistent with local land use plans.
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