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Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) of the DEIS disclosed all known floating home

displacements that would result from the two highway and two transit

alternatives crossing the North Portland Harbor (pages 3-105 and 3-112,

respectively). The DEIS also listed potential mitigation measures tailored

to suit the unique situation of the floating home community (page 3-119).

For the FEIS analysis, the CRC project team has worked to better

understand the organization of the floating home communities in the

North Portland Harbor. As presented in  Chapter 3 (Section 3.5) and

Chapter 6: Public Involvement of the FEIS, the team coordinated with

floating home owners, moorage owners, Boards and management, to

gather address and ownership information for each floating home. The

impacts to individual floating homes are described in Chapter 3

(Section 3.3) of the FEIS and listed in Appendix E.

In the course of conversations with potentially affected property owners,

CRC staff received inquiries about the potential for constructing a new

marina to accommodate displaced floating homes. To better understand

issues related to new marina permitting and construction, project staff

conducted research on the development of marinas. This research found

likely challenges to developing a new floating home marina, including the

challenge of receiving permits through local jurisdictions and

environmental resource agencies. The project is not pursuing

construction of a floating home marina.

As with any other acquisitions, the CRC will obtain independent

appraisals to determine fair market value for each home that must be

displaced but cannot be relocated. Qualified acquisition agents will work

closely with each floating home owner to try to arrive at mutually

agreeable terms for the purchase of each home. The agents will also

provide relocation assistance to all displaced occupants.
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CRC formed a 14-member, bi-state Urban Design Advisory Group

(UDAG), made up of design professionals and neighborhood

representatives. The goals of the UDAG include, achieving “design

excellence that can be embraced by affected communities and users”

and providing “a landmark bridge that is both inspired and inspiring and

fully integrates the design and function of the structure with the urban

design elements." Working closely with project designers, UDAG will

provide input and guidance on integrating the new facilities with the

surrounding community.

UDAG members have suggested that a simple, modern design would be

appropriate for this location. They recognize the vivid view opportunities

(for downtown Vancouver, the Columbia River, Mount Hood, etc).  The

new design is much higher than the existing bridges and will cause much

less visual interference for travelers, providing the scenic views of which

you speak. 
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Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). Additionally, local sponsors, taking into consideration

input from the community, selected the adjacent light rail alignment over

North Portland Harbor and Hayden Island to minimize the impacts to the

floating home community and minimize the footprint of the improvements

over the island.
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