
P-0810-001

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting

on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

P-0810-002

The Clark College transit terminus was chosen by project sponsors as

part of the LPA in July 2008, as it was deemed to most effectively

balance the cost of the project and the projected community benefits.

RTC’s Clark County High Capacity Transit System Study, published in

December of 2008, analyzed specific high-capacity transit improvements

that could connect with existing and future transit facilities and be
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extended throughout Clark County To view their Final HCT System

Study, visit RTC’s website at www.rtc.wa.gov.

 

P-0810-003

Please see response to comment above regarding Clark College

terminus. The adopted light rail alignment will route through downtown

Vancouver on a Washington-Broadway couplet, travelling east on 17th

Street to the terminus at the Clark College station and park and ride.

Extensions past Clark College are not part of the CRC project and will be

considered if necessary in the future.

 

P-0810-004

Traffic modeling indicates that tolling I-5, but not I-205, would divert

some traffic to I-205.  However, under existing and No-build conditions,

trips already, and would continue to, divert to I-205 because of the

unreliability and congestion in the I-5 corridor.  With the CRC

improvements to I-5, many of those diverted trips would shift back to I-5

because it would be a shorter and more reliable trip than I-205. Tolling

the I-5 crossing causes some trips to shift to I-205 in order to avoid the

toll.  Thus the net difference in the number of trips crossing on I-205 is

only slightly higher with the CRC project as without it. Section 3.1 of the

DEIS discusses the effects of the project on traffic levels in the I-5 and I-

205 corridors. Tolling I-205 is not part of this project, but could be

implemented separately if Oregon and Washington, in partnership with

the Federal Highway Administration, determine it is needed to advance

regional transportation objectives.

 

P-0810-005

This project does not propose to extend light rail into Uptown Vancouver.

The LPA includes the extension of light rail from the Expo Center MAX

Station in Portland to a terminus station at Clark College in Vancouver.
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Light rail will not extend farther north than McLoughlin Blvd.   The light

rail will run north & south on Broadway and Washington streets and

east/west on 17th Street to the terminus station.

 

P-0810-006

Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.

 

Columbia River Crossing

Appendix P September 2011


