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Many different options for addressing the project's Purpose and Need

were evaluated in a screening process prior to the development and

evaluation of the alternatives in the DEIS. Options eliminated through the

screening process included a new corridor crossing over the Columbia

River (in addition to I-5 and I-205), an arterial crossing between Hayden

Island and downtown Vancouver, a tunnel under the Columbia River,

and various modes of transit other than light rail and bus rapid transit.

Section 2.5 of the DEIS explains why a third corridor, arterial crossing,

and several transit modes evaluated in screening were dropped from

further consideration because they did not meet the Purpose and Need.

Beyond the CRC project, the I-5 Transportation and Trade Partnership

Final Strategic Plan recommended a comprehensive list of modal actions

relating to: additional transit capacity and service; additional rail capacity;

land use and land use accord; transportation demand/system

management; environmental justice; additional elements and strategies

(such as new river crossings); and financing. RTC and Metro are tasked

with initiating recommendations as part of their regional transportation

planning role. Examples of current efforts include RTC’s evaluation of

future high-capacity transit in Clark County and evaluation of needs for

future river crossings.

Based on the Metro model’s past ability to predict transportation effects,

the CRC project is confident in the data received from Metro, and uses it

to determine what impact the project will have on congestion. The

improvements proposed by the project to the highway and six

interchanges will help better accommodate increased future vehicle

traffic. New auxiliary lanes and longer on/off ramps will allow safer and

more efficient merging and weaving to enter or exit the freeway. Narrow

lanes and shoulders will be widened to current standards. Shoulders will

be added where they are currently missing. All of these changes will

improve the flow of traffic in the bottleneck area of the Interstate Bridge.
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