
P-1030-001

Thank you for your comments regarding TriMet and your experience with

a telephone poll.

 

P-1030-002

Please refer to Chapter 4 of the FEIS for a description of the current

plans for funding construction and operation of the LPA. This discussion

provides an updated assessment of likely funding sources for this

project, though it is not common practice to receive funding

commitments prior to completion of the alternative selection process. As

described in the FEIS, project funding is expected to come from a variety

of local, state, and federal sources, with federal funding and tolls

providing substantial revenue for the construction.  As Oregon and

Washington businesses and residents will benefit from the project’s

multi-modal improvements, both states have been identified as

contributors to the project.  As jurisdictions on both sides of the river

seek to encourage non-auto travel, tolls are not anticipated for bikes,

pedestrians, and transit users. Lastly, CRC assumes funds allocated to

other projects and purposes would remain dedicated to those projects

and purposes.

 

P-1030-003

In 2006, WSDOT and ODOT agreed to a goal of equally contributing to

the costs of the environmental process needed to reach a Record of

Decision.  This goal was agreed to in recognition that this project would

contribute to the economic and freight mobility needs of both states and

would include transit, highway and bridge improvements in both states. 

Though it is WSDOT and ODOT's shared goal to keep the project as

close to equally funded as possible, it is understood that at any moment

in time the total funds provided by WSDOT and ODOT may not be equal,

owing primarily to the fact that each state's legislature operates on its

own schedule and federal earmarks dedicated to this project are of

unequal amounts and have been earmarked at different times.
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Both states are working cooperatively toward funding and designing the

project. Both states are also partnering with the Federal Transit

Administration and the Federal Highway Administration. There will be no

impact to state sovereignty as a result of these partnerships.

 

P-1030-004

The project staff has no information on the City of Vancouver Council's

position on union labor.

The City Council has made many efforts to support the redevelopment of

downtown, allocating money to numerous infrastructure projects,

partnering with developers on parking facilities, providing incentives, and

assigning both planning and economic development staff to the

downtown.

 

P-1030-005

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS.  Tri-Met is one of many organizations in support of this project.

Their involvement is critically important so that the final design of the

light rail and bus systems are efficient and effective.

 

P-1030-006

The poll conducted in 2008 was to gauge public perception of the use of

light rail in the Portland and Vancouver area. This was not a poll

conducted or funded by the Columbia River Crossing project. TriMet and

Metro are important partners to the bi-state CRC project. TriMet currently

owns and operates over 50 miles of light rail track in the Portland metro

area. The light rail system in Vancouver will connect directly to the

regional system already in place allowing riders to travel without a

transfer from Vancouver to downtown Portland and beyond. Metro is the

metropolitan planning organization for the Portland metro area. As such,
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it is responsible to adopt a Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) to

prioritize regional transportation projects and be eligible for state and

federal funding. The CRC project is included in the RTP for both Metro

and the SW Washington Regional Transportation Council.
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