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P-1037-001

Following the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July

2008, the CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected light rail to

Clark College as the project's preferred transit mode. These sponsor

agencies, which include the Vancouver City Council, Portland City

Council, C-TRAN Board, TriMet Board, RTC Board and Metro Council

considered the DEIS analysis, public comment, and a recommendation

from the CRC Task Force (a broad group of stakeholders representative

of the range of interests affected by the project - see the DEIS Public

Involvement Appendix for more information regarding the CRC Task

Force) before voting on the LPA.

As illustrated in the DEIS, and summarized in Exhibit 29 (page S-33) of

the Executive Summary, light rail would better serve transit riders than

bus rapid transit (BRT) within the CRC project area. Light rail would carry

more passengers across the river during the PM peak, result in more

people choosing to take transit, faster travel times through the project

area, fewer potential noise impacts, and lower costs per incremental

rider than BRT. Additionally, light rail is more likely to attract desirable

development on Hayden Island and in downtown Vancouver, which is

consistent with local land use plans.
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P-1037-002

There will not be a public vote on construction of the various CRC project

elements. However, as a public project, it must be approved and funded

by the decisions of elected officials who are themselves directly elected

by voters. Long-term operation and maintenance of the new light rail line

will be funded through C-TRAN and TriMet. For its share of the

operations and maintenance funding, C-TRAN plans on pursuing a

public vote.

 

P-1037-003

CRC staff has met several times with Clark College about project

development to address the college’s needs and concerns. The Board of

Trustees for the college submitted a comment on the Draft EIS which

supported a replacement bridge with light rail with the understanding that

the terminus station could be located near Clark College. Since

publication of the Draft EIS and selection of the Locally Preferred

Alternative, Clark College has been involved in project development. The

president of Clark College was a member of the Vancouver Working

Group, which provided advice to the CRC project on light rail transit

development in Vancouver in 2009. The VWG endorsed the terminus

location near Clark College and the Marshall/Luepke Center.

 

P-1037-004

Preferences for specific alternatives or options, as expressed in

comments received before and after the issuance of the DEIS, were

shared with local sponsor agencies to inform decision making. Following

the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July 2008, the

CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected a replacement I-5

bridge with light rail to Clark College as the project's Locally Preferred

Alternative (LPA). These sponsor agencies, which include the Portland

City Council, Vancouver City Council, TriMet Board, C-TRAN Board,

Metro Council, RTC Board, considered the DEIS analysis, public

comment, and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force when voting
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on the LPA.

With the LPA, new bridges will replace the existing Interstate Bridges to

carry I-5 traffic, light rail, pedestrians and bicyclists across the Columbia

River. Light rail will extend from the Expo Center MAX Station in Portland

to a station and park and ride at Clark College in Vancouver. Pedestrians

and bicyclists would travel along a wider and safer path than exists

today.

For a more detailed description of highway, transit, and bicycle and

pedestrian improvements associated with the LPA, see Chapter 2 of the

FEIS.

 

P-1037-005

The DEIS disclosed all known property acquisitions required to construct

the project alternatives. These acquisitions were summarized in the

DEIS in Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) and were listed in full in Appendix D of

the DEIS. The information associated with each property, such as an

address, was pulled directly from the Clark and Multnomah County tax

assessors’ databases, and therefore was only as up-to-date as that

County's information.

Since the publication of the DEIS in May of 2008, and the selection of

the LPA by project partners in July 2008, the CRC project team has been

working to minimize the potential property impacts associated with the

projects' improvements. Though the project team has been working to

stay within the existing right-of-way, some property right acquisitions will

be unavoidable. Property owners will receive just compensation for the

estimated value of land and improvements acquired and for other

impacts that result in a measurable loss of value to the remaining

property. Following the publication of the FEIS, property owners will be

notified of impacts to their property and acquisition negotiations will

begin. The acquisition and relocation process will follow The Uniform
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Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Policies Act of

1970 (as amended).

Potential property acquisitions that will be required to construct the LPA

are described and summarized in Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) of the FEIS

and listed by property in Appendix E. The process by which acquisitions

will occur is described in the Real Property Acquisition and Relocation

Plan and summarized in Chapter 3 (Section 3.3) of the FEIS.

 

P-1037-006

The project will improve seismic safety, traffic safety, and will reduce

congestion.  You are correct, however, that it does not provide, on its

own, a tremendous travel time improvement in the southbound AM

commute. However, the project will improve the commute. And the travel

times that you site do not reflect how there will no longer be long lines

just to get onto the Interstate system. The redesigned interchanges will

not result in long queues, and thereby provide additional time savings.

Lastly, the times sited do not reflect the frequent bridge lifts and the

frequent delays associated with minor accidents that can not, with the

current facility, be managed in a roadway shoulder, out of the way of

other motorists.

 

P-1037-007

Following the close of the 60-day DEIS public comment period in July

2008, the CRC project's six local sponsor agencies selected light rail to

Clark College as the project's preferred transit mode. These sponsor

agencies, which include the Vancouver City Council, Portland City

Council, C-TRAN Board, TriMet Board, RTC Board and Metro Council

considered the DEIS analysis, public comment, and a recommendation

from the CRC Task Force (a broad group of stakeholders representative

of the range of interests affected by the project - see the DEIS Public

Involvement Appendix for more information regarding the CRC Task

Force) before voting on the LPA.
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As illustrated in the DEIS, and summarized in Exhibit 29 (page S-33) of

the Executive Summary, light rail would better serve transit riders than

bus rapid transit (BRT) within the CRC project area. Light rail would carry

more passengers across the river during the PM peak, result in more

people choosing to take transit, faster travel times through the project

area, fewer potential noise impacts, and lower costs per incremental

rider than BRT. Additionally, light rail is more likely to attract desirable

development on Hayden Island and in downtown Vancouver, which is

consistent with local land use plans.
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