
Columbia River Crossing

Appendix P September 2011



P-1053-001

Thank you for taking the time to submit your comments on the I-5 CRC

DEIS. NEPA requires a comment period for a DEIS to be no less than 45

days.  Prior to issuing the CRC DEIS, FTA, FHWA and the other project

Co-Leads (WSDOT, ODOT, RTC, Metro, TriMet and C-TRAN) decided

to extend this to 60 days in order to allow additional time for review and

comment.  Section 6002 (g)(2)(A) of SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Accountable,

Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users), the

federal transportation reauthorization bill, established a comment period

of “no more than 60 days” for DEISs.  FTA and FHWA did not see “good

cause” (Section 6002 (g)(2)(A)(ii)) for extending the current comment

period beyond the 60 days that were already being provided.

The DEIS comment period is only one opportunity during the NEPA

process for the public, agencies and tribes to review information and

provide input.  As discussed in Appendix B of the DEIS, over the three

years prior to the publication of the DEIS, the project provided

opportunities for stakeholders to comment on numerous components of

the draft including the Purpose and Need, Range of Alternatives,

methodologies for analyzing impacts to various elements of the

environment and preliminary findings.  Project staff also participated in

over 450 meetings with neighborhood groups, business organizations,

and other potentially affected stakeholders. Strategies for communicating

with limited-English, low-income, and minority populations have been

developed by, and facilitated through, local communities, the CRC

Community Environmental Justice Group (CEJG) and community-based

organizations. As an example, CEJG sponsored an Informal Q&A

Session that occurred during the DEIS comment period and reached out

to low-income and minority populations. Certain project materials,

including information related to the DEIS and associated open houses

and public hearings, are translated into Spanish, Russian, and

Vietnamese, and interpreters are available at project open houses by

request.
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In addition, since the DEIS comment period, there have been numerous

community meetings, as well as open houses, and public hearings by

project sponsors, providing more opportunities for public input and

comment. In total, as of June 2011, CRC staff have participated in

over 900 public events to reach over 27,000 people since October 2005.

 

P-1053-002

Thank you for your observations. We are aware of the potential for visual

impacts associated with the height and shadows of the new bridges. The

CRC project design for interchanges, roadway elements, transit stations,

and other facilities will be context-sensitive and reflect the unique

character of the surrounding area. CRC formed a 14-member, bi-state

Urban Design Advisory Group (UDAG), made up of design professionals

and neighborhood representatives. The goals of the UDAG include,

achieving “design excellence that can be embraced by affected

communities and users” and providing “a landmark bridge that is both

inspired and inspiring and fully integrates the design and function of the

structure with the urban design elements." Working closely with project

designers, UDAG will provide input and guidance on integrating the new

facilities with the surrounding community. For example, this work has

included identifying significant iconography (e.g., symbols, patterns, etc)

that will reflect the Native American communities in the area, early

pioneers, and other significant themes in local history.  These images will

be incorporated into project designs and public art installations. 
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P-1053-003

Thank you for your comment. Following the close of the 60-day DEIS

public comment period in July 2008, the CRC project's six local sponsor

agencies selected light rail to Clark College as the project's preferred

transit mode. These sponsor agencies, which include the Vancouver City

Council, Portland City Council, C-TRAN Board, TriMet Board, RTC

Board and Metro Council considered the DEIS analysis, public comment,

and a recommendation from the CRC Task Force (a broad group of

stakeholders representative of the range of interests affected by the

project - see the DEIS Public Involvement Appendix for more information

regarding the CRC Task Force) before voting on the LPA.

 

P-1053-004

Please refer to our other responses regarding the costs of light rail. Light

rail was selected as the most fitting transit solution. And the decision has

been supported by numerous agencies all of whom have staff with

advanced degrees in economics and finance, years of experience

financing public projects, and support for light rail as a prudent and

feasible mode.
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P-1053-005

As illustrated in the DEIS, and summarized in Exhibit 29 (page S-33) of

the Executive Summary, light rail would better serve transit riders than

bus rapid transit (BRT) within the CRC project area. Light rail would carry

more passengers across the river during the PM peak, result in more

people choosing to take transit, faster travel times through the project

area, fewer potential noise impacts, and lower costs per incremental

rider than BRT. Additionally, light rail is more likely to attract desirable

development on Hayden Island and in downtown Vancouver, which is

consistent with local land use plans.

 

P-1053-006

Light rail has been endorsed by every local Sponsoring Agency

(Vancouver City Council, C-TRAN, RTC, Portland City Council, TriMet,

and Metro), whose boards are comprised of the elected leadership of

the region.

Annual light rail passenger trips crossing the I-5 bridge in 2030 are

projected to be 6.1 million, with daily ridership around 18,700. The travel

time for the morning commute by light rail between downtown Vancouver

and Pioneer Square in downtown Portland will be approximately 34

minutes. Light rail would travel on a dedicated right-of-way, with more

reliable travel times than auto drivers dealing with unpredictable road

conditions, traffic congestion, and parking challenges.

The CRC project planning for light rail incorporates and supports the

principles of the Vancouver's City Center Vision Plan. Downtown

Vancouver has seen recent growth in higher density mixed use projects

from three to 12 stories in height. In addition, another 4,000 downtown

condominiums are proposed or pending as part of new developments.

The core of Vancouver has, along with many of the larger corridors such

as Fourth Plain Blvd, medium to high density residential development

and an urban mix of uses. Transit demand in these areas is quite high,
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and ridership will increase with the introduction of light rail.

Long-term operation and maintenance of the new light rail line will be

funded through C-TRAN and TriMet. For its share of the operations and

maintenance funding, C-TRAN plans on having a public vote.
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