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Thank you for your comment. Preferences for specific alternatives or

options, as expressed in comments received before and after the

issuance of the DEIS, were shared with local sponsor agencies to

inform decision making.

Safety and security are top priorities for C-Tran and TriMet. CRC, C-

TRAN and TriMet are partnering with local jurisdictions, police and

neighborhoods to design, implement and operate a safe and secure

transit system. A Safety and Security Management Plan (SSMP) was

created, in part, to address public concerns about safety, and is a

requirement for funding from the Federal Transit Administration. Safety

will be designed into every phase of the project. Nationally, studies show

that crime rates at the stations directly correlated to the amount of crime

in the surrounding neighborhoods.

In the past year TriMet has aggressively enhanced safety and security

on its MAX and bus systems. Over the past year, the number of police

officers working in the Transit Police Division doubled to 58 officers who

spend up to 70 percent of their time patrolling the system.  Additionally,

TriMet added 15 new fare inspectors and granted authority for all 46

TriMet Road Supervisors to enforce fares.

Please see Chapter 3 (Section 3.1) of the FEIS for more information

regarding potential impact on crime and plans for ensuring the safety

and security of passengers using the light rail system.

Extending light rail from the Expo Center, onto Hayden Island, and into

Vancouver was chosen as a part of the LPA in July 2008. As TriMet

currently operates the Yellow Line, and would do so up to the state line

with the extension, C-TRAN (which has the authority to operate in

Washington State) will contract with TriMet to operate light rail into

Vancouver and to the Clark College terminus.

Columbia River Crossing

Appendix P September 2011



C-TRAN will own and operate the stations and park and rides associated

with the light rail alignment in Vancouver. The physical rail and catenary

system will also be owned by C-TRAN, but the transit agency will

contract with TriMet to maintain the facilities, given TriMet's experience

and existing resources.

Light rail has been endorsed by every Sponsoring Agency (Vancouver

City Council, C-TRAN, RTC, Portland City Council, TriMet, and Metro),

whose boards are comprised of the elected leadership of the region.

Annual light rail passenger trips crossing the I-5 bridge in 2030 are

projected to be 6.1 million, with daily ridership around 18,700. The travel

time for the morning commute by light rail between downtown Vancouver

and Pioneer Square in downtown Portland will be approximately 34

minutes. Light rail would travel on a dedicated right-of-way, with more

reliable travel times than auto drivers dealing with unpredictable road

conditions, traffic congestion, and parking challenges.

The CRC project planning for light rail incorporates and supports the

principles of the Vancouver's City Center Vision Plan. Downtown

Vancouver has seen recent growth in higher density mixed use projects

from three to 12 stories in height. In addition, another 4,000 downtown

condominiums are proposed or pending as part of new developments. 

The core of Vancouver has, along with many of the larger corridors such

as Fourth Plain Blvd, medium to high density residential development

and an urban mix of uses. Transit demand in these areas is quite high,

and ridership will increase with the introduction of light rail.

Long-term operation and maintenance of the new light rail line will be

funded through C-TRAN and TriMet. For its share of the operations and

maintenance funding, C-TRAN plans on having a public vote, which is

expected no earlier than fall 2010.
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The burden of the toll would be proprotionate to the use of the facility. In

a sense, there could be no more fair way of paying for infrastructure

improvements.

Traffic modeling indicates that tolling I-5, but not I-205, would divert

some traffic to I-205. However, under existing and No-build conditions,

trips already, and would continue to, divert to I-205 because of the

unreliability and congestion in the I-5 corridor.  With the CRC

improvements to I-5, many of those diverted trips would shift back to I-5

because it would be a shorter and more reliable trip than I-205. Tolling

the I-5 crossing causes some trips to shift to I-205 in order to avoid the

toll.  The net difference in the number of trips crossing on I-205 is only

slightly higher with the CRC project than without it. Section 3.1 of the

DEIS and FEIS discusses the effects of the project on traffic levels in the

I-5 and I-205 corridors.
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