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Project Benefits  
Benefits to local residents, the natural 
environment and the regional economy 
include:

• No bridge lifts

• Reduced highway and neighborhood  
cut-through traffic

• A more reliable trip for freight, autos,  
and transit

• New and sustained jobs and improved 
access to ports and highways

• Reduced emissions from idling traffic, 
expanded stormwater treatment and less 
highway noise

• Earthquake protection

Project Description
The Columbia River Crossing (CRC) project is a long term, 
comprehensive solution to address safety and congestion 
problems on I-5 between Portland and Vancouver. Without 
action by 2030, traffic congestion will grow to 15 hours a 
day, and crash rates will double. This affects people’s safety 
and the regional economy – an economy which requires a 
reliable transportation system to support one million more 
people by 2030.

Transportation and planning agencies are working together at 
the local, state and federal level to create sustainable solutions 
to maximize environmental, economic and community 
benefits in the CRC project area. The essential elements of 
the project include:

• Replacing the I-5 bridge
• Extending light rail to Vancouver
• Enhancing pedestrian and bicycle paths  

and access to local networks 
• Improving closely-spaced interchanges 

Project Overview
Project Sponsors Council
The governors of Oregon and Washington formed the Project 
Sponsors Council (PSC) in 2008 to advise the departments of 
transportation on project development. Members include two 
citizen co-chairs; the directors of the Oregon and Washington 
transportation departments; elected officials from Portland, 
Vancouver, Metro, RTC and C-TRAN governing boards; 
and the TriMet executive director. This group is charged with 
advising the project on: completion of the Environmental 
Impact Statement, project design, project timeline, sustainable 
construction methods, compliance with greenhouse gas 
emission reduction goals and the financial plan.

Tribal Consultation
CRC is committed to government-to-government consultation 
with tribes that may be affected by this project. The CRC tribal 
consultation process is designed to encourage early and continued 
feedback from, and involvement by, tribes potentially affected 
by the project and to ensure their input is incorporated into the 
decision-making process.

Community Involvement
Since October 2005, CRC staff has had about 22,000 face-to-face 
conversations at more than 750 events on evenings, weekends 
and work days. Public comments received as a result of this 
comprehensive outreach program were, and will continue to be, 
considered by local partners during project development.

CRC receives advice from several citizen groups that represent 
community interests and inform decision-making. These groups 
meet regularly to receive information and provide feedback to 
CRC staff and the Project Sponsors Council:
• Community and Environmental Justice Group
• Freight Working Group
• Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Group
• Portland Working Group
• Urban Design Advisory Group
• Vancouver Working Group
• Marine Drive Stakeholder Group  

(completed September 2009)

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION    Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with 
disabilities by calling the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact OEO through TTY at 711.

TITLE VI NOTICE TO PUBLIC    It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin 
and sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally 
funded programs and activities. For language interpretation services, please contact the project office at (866) 396-2726. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been 
violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.

How can I get involved?
• Contact the project office to talk with a staff member
• Visit the website at www.ColumbiaRiverCrossing.org to 

learn about the project and sign up for updates
• Attend an advisory group meeting
• Invite CRC staff to an event or meeting to discuss  

the project

How can I comment on the project?
E-mail:    feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org
Mail:        700 Washington Street, Suite 300
       Vancouver, WA  98660
Phone:     360-737-2726 or 503-256-2726 
Fax:       360-737-0294
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