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A-001-001

Many different options for addressing the project's Purpose and Need

were evaluated in a screening process prior to the development and

evaluation of the alternatives in the DEIS. Options eliminated through the

screening process included a new corridor crossing over the Columbia

River (in addition to I-5 and I-205), an arterial crossing between Hayden

Island and downtown Vancouver, a tunnel under the Columbia River,

and various modes of transit other than light rail and bus rapid transit.

Section 2.5 of the DEIS explains that a third corridor--arterial crossing of

the Columbia River--and several transit modes evaluated in screening

were dropped from further consideration because they did not meet the

Purpose and Need. For a general description of the screening process,

see Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of the FEIS. It should be noted that every

proposal received from the public was considered, and many of the

proposals that were dropped from further consideration included

elements that helped shape the alternatives in the DEIS.

 

A-001-002

The CRC project has conducted extensive outreach throughout the

NEPA process. The intent of the outreach is to disseminate information

about the project and to give opportunities for public input and comment.

 

A-001-003

The Purpose and Need is based on extensive analysis of the existing

and projected transportation problems in the I-5 CRC corridor, and

reflects extensive feedback from the public and stakeholder groups. This

includes analysis and input during the CRC study as well as the I-5

Transportation and Trade Partnership Study and Strategic Plan that

preceded CRC. The LPA represents the design most likely to meet the

purpose and need for the project. The LPA is supported by the City of

Vancouver and Portland, TriMet and C-TRAN, Metro and SW

Washington Regional Transportation Council, Washington and Oregon

Columbia River Crossing

Appendix E - Public Comments Received during FEIS Review Period and CRC Responses December 2011



Page 98

Departments of Transportation, and the Federal Highway Administration

and Federal Transit Administration.
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A-002-001

Tolling policies, including the start date, are still to be determined, but we

know that the toll collection process will be electronic –without toll booths

to slow drivers down. Electronic systems are currently in use in

Washington, and at locations across the country and internationally. In

the future, drivers traveling over the I-5 bridge with a transponder will be

able to set-up tolling accounts with cash, or to deduct funds from a

checking or credit account. Similar to the Washington system, CRC

assumes that users without a transponder will be able to pre- or post-pay

for their trip. Payment will be possible online, over the phone, or in

person at locations still to be determined. As noted in your comment,

technology will continue to progress over the next years. The system

utilized by CRC will take full advantage of the latest innovations.

Prior to implementation, widespread and visible outreach and notification

will occur about the tolling system and options available for drivers.

Signage along the corridor, in Oregon and Washington, will be in place

once the tolling system is in place.

Mr. Miller has been added to our email update list and will continue to

receive news and information from the project on a monthly basis.
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