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Hines, Maurice

From: Lenny Anderson [sitma@teleport.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 9:16 AM
To: Hines, Maurice

Subject: Re: Bi-State Citizen Advisory Committee

Maurice,

As you may know | served on the Governors' I-5 Task Force, 1999-2002. As a member of that group | observed

first hand the failure of ODOT/WSDOT to honor their promises regarding an arterial bridge options inclusion in the Draft
EIS.

All that has followed has been a multi million dollar public relations campaign to saddle this region with a massive project
it neither needs or can afford. Please remove my name from your list of potential CAC members.

Lenny Anderson

Lenny Anderson

Executive Director

Swan Island Business Assoc.
4567 N. Channel Ave.
Portland, OR 97217
503.745.6563

www.swanislandtma.org
---— Original Message -----
From: Hines. Maurice

To: sitma@teleport.com
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2011 11:58 AM
Subject: CRC: Bi-State Citizen Advisory Committee

Lenny,

Recently, | left a voice mail for you regarding the Columbia River Crossing’s interest in forming a new bi-state citizen

advisory committee to provide input on corridor and local improvements and serve as a liaison to local neighborhoods.

The bi-state committee will include about 30 members, including 12 to15 people from each state who reflect diverse
interests throughout the project area. Members will serve for one or two year terms. The full committee will meet one
or two times a year. Vancouver and Portland

subcommittees, both composed of bi-state committee members, will each meet 10 to 12 times

per year.

Completed applications for the Columbia River Crossing Bi-State Citizen Advisory Committee are due as soon as
possible.

An application form and additional information are available online at
http://www.columbiarivercrossing.com/ProjectPartners/BSAC.aspx. Email your completed application to
feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org or submit it by mail to 700 Washington Street, Suite 300, Vancouver, WA 98660.

If you have any further questions about the committee, you may contact Karyn Criswell at the CRC project office, 360-

816-2170 or via email at criswellk@columbiarivercrossing.org.

Thank you.

Maurice
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A-001-001

Many different options for addressing the project's Purpose and Need
were evaluated in a screening process prior to the development and
evaluation of the alternatives in the DEIS. Options eliminated through the
screening process included a new corridor crossing over the Columbia
River (in addition to I-5 and I-205), an arterial crossing between Hayden
Island and downtown Vancouver, a tunnel under the Columbia River,
and various modes of transit other than light rail and bus rapid transit.
Section 2.5 of the DEIS explains that a third corridor--arterial crossing of
the Columbia River--and several transit modes evaluated in screening
were dropped from further consideration because they did not meet the
Purpose and Need. For a general description of the screening process,
see Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of the FEIS. It should be noted that every
proposal received from the public was considered, and many of the
proposals that were dropped from further consideration included
elements that helped shape the alternatives in the DEIS.

A-001-002

The CRC project has conducted extensive outreach throughout the
NEPA process. The intent of the outreach is to disseminate information
about the project and to give opportunities for public input and comment.

A-001-003

The Purpose and Need is based on extensive analysis of the existing
and projected transportation problems in the I1-5 CRC corridor, and
reflects extensive feedback from the public and stakeholder groups. This
includes analysis and input during the CRC study as well as the I-5
Transportation and Trade Partnership Study and Strategic Plan that
preceded CRC. The LPA represents the design most likely to meet the
purpose and need for the project. The LPA is supported by the City of
Vancouver and Portland, TriMet and C-TRAN, Metro and SW
Washington Regional Transportation Council, Washington and Oregon
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Departments of Transportation, and the Federal Highway Administration
and Federal Transit Administration.
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1000 S.W. BROADWAY, STE. 2300 | PORTLAND, OR 897205 | 503.275.9750 TEL | TRAVELPORTLAND.COM

A-002-001

October 18, 2011

Columbia River Crossing
¢/o Heather Wills h ;
CRC Environmental Manager : = U 2011
700 Washington Street, Suite 300
Vancouver, WA 98660 “ Rivep

Dear Columbia Crossing project;

Thank you for providing us with a copy of the Columbia River Crossing Final Environmental
Impact Study.

We are pleased to see that the preferred alternative includes a new bridge, light rail, and improved
bicycle and pedestrian facilitics, as we believe these will all best serve the transportation needs of
visitors to our city and region.

We do have some concerns and recommendations on the tolling system with regards to visitors who
may not have transponders. We are very concerned with the final impression of Oregon that will be
left with visitors if they receive a license-plate recognition bill in the mail, especially with a
processing fce added to the amount that other users pay for crossing the bridge. This seems to
punish visitors who may have no other reason to have a transponder in their car.

Visitors to the Portland region directly spend $3.8 billion per year our area. That spending creates
28,000 jobs, and supports many businesses and attractions that Oregon residents also enjoy. Itis
important that these visitors have a positive experience here—this increases the chance that they
will come back for repeat visits, and will encourage friends and relatives to visil Portland as well.

For this reason, we strongly recommend that options for pre-payment and/or on-site payment be
integrated into the tolling process design. We understand that payment booths may not be
possible; however we have heard suggestions for online pre-payment, rest area or convenience store
kiosk payment options and mobile phone applications. We believe that technological advances over
the next few years should make il plausible and reasonable to provide options that are more
comfortable for our visitors than abill in the mail with an added fee.

It is also important that these payment options be obvious and well publicized.

Columbia River Crossing
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A-002-001

Tolling policies, including the start date, are still to be determined, but we
know that the toll collection process will be electronic —without toll booths
to slow drivers down. Electronic systems are currently in use in
Washington, and at locations across the country and internationally. In
the future, drivers traveling over the I-5 bridge with a transponder will be
able to set-up tolling accounts with cash, or to deduct funds from a
checking or credit account. Similar to the Washington system, CRC
assumes that users without a transponder will be able to pre- or post-pay
for their trip. Payment will be possible online, over the phone, or in
person at locations still to be determined. As noted in your comment,
technology will continue to progress over the next years. The system
utilized by CRC will take full advantage of the latest innovations.

Prior to implementation, widespread and visible outreach and notification
will occur about the tolling system and options available for drivers.
Signage along the corridor, in Oregon and Washington, will be in place
once the tolling system is in place.

Mr. Miller has been added to our email update list and will continue to
receive news and information from the project on a monthly basis.
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A-002-001| Please keep these recommendations in your cansideration as you move forward. We understand
that there are two possible timelines for development of tolling plans depending on whether tolling
starts during construction or not until at least one span is opened. In either case, we would like Lo
remain engaged in this discussion and would appreciate continued information about the planning
Process.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment an the FEIS.

Sincerely,

Jeff Miller
President & CEO

cc Jason Tell, ODOT Region 1
Andy Cotugno, Metro

Columbia River Crossing Page 100
Appendix E - Public Comments Received during FEIS Review Period and CRC Responses December 2011



