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CRC will continue to coordinate with the City of Portland on relevant

permitting issues and the incorporation of aesthetic considerations into

project design.  We will also coordinate with the City, as appropriate, on

the consideration of a community enhancement fund and a governance

structure for managing the river crossing.
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The CRC project will coordinate with the City on relevant City permitting

requirements regarding natural resources and stormwater, related

mitigation, design reviews, the Bridgeton Trail extension, other trail

designs as appropriate, design of local roadway improvements, plans for

minimizing impacts to businesses during construction, and LRT station

design. The project is coordinating with the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers regarding impacts to the levy and related permitting.

The transfer of 0.4 acre of surplus land to the City of Vancouver is

mitigation for the project’s direct impact on the City’s existing Waterfront

Park, an existing public park and a Section 4(f) resource.  The project

has no impact to public parks on Hayden Island and therefore no need

for such mitigation. The CRC project does not currently propose to

convert the existing Thunderbird site on Hayden Island into a public park,

but it also does not preclude it from becoming a public park in the future. 

The project will consider how CRC project design and construction can

avoid precluding the ability of the City to build a park there in the future. 

The stormwater facilities shown in the FEIS are preliminary in nature and

will continue to be refined as design work progresses.  Under the terms

of the BO, the CRC project must treat stormwater runoff using

bioretention, bioslopes, infiltration ponds, porous pavement, constructed

wetlands, and vegetated and soil amended swales designed for

infiltration.  Based on the information we have on file, stormwater runoff

is currently not treated before being released to North Portland Harbor or

Columbia River.

The Hayden Island Redevelopment Plan states that runoff from local

streets will be treated in roadside planters and that CRC stormwater will

be managed in a “green, state-of-the-art manner.”  The stormwater

treatment proposed in the FEIS does include the “green streets”

approach proposed in the Hayden Island Redevelopment Plan to the
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extent feasible.  This approach to stormwater treatment is not suitable for

streets located under bridges (where it will be difficult to establish plants)

or where streets are at or below the seasonal high groundwater table. 

We will continue to review the developing design to determine whether

additional streets lend themselves to this method of runoff treatment. 

The possibility of early construction of the local multimodal bridge will

continue to be a consideration by the project as project sequencing is

refined. It is also discussed in Chapter 2 of the FEIS, (Section 2.3.1), but

not as mitigation. Although it is not appropriate to describe the early

construction as mitigation, it is discussed as something we will explore

as we further refine construction staging. Specifically Section 2.3.1 of the

FEIS states: 

Similarly, the Marine Drive interchange construction would need to

be coordinated with construction of the southbound lanes coming

from Vancouver. While this interchange can be constructed

independently from the work described above, the completion and

utilization of the ramp system between Hayden Island and Marine

Drive requires the work to occur in the same period. Early

construction of the local multimodal bridge between Marine Drive

and Hayden Island, so that it can be used as an alternate access

route during the remaining construction period, will be analyzed

during final design. The interchange reconstruction also needs to

occur so that Marine Drive can be elevated, allowing the light rail

extension to cross under Marine Drive. The Marine Drive

interchange is expected to take a little more than 3 years to

construct, including work at the Victory Boulevard interchange. 
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Significant work has gone into developing the CRC project, including an

ongoing public involvement effort. The public involvement program

includes numerous advisory groups to ensure the values and interests of

the community are reflected in project decisions. These groups include

representatives of public agencies, businesses, civic organizations, and

neighborhoods, as well as freight, commuter, and environmental groups.

Feedback from the general public and advisory groups has been

generally supportive of the project, including support for the transit,

bicycle, pedestrian, highway, interchange, and financing elements of the

project. See Chapter 2 (Section 2.7) of the FEIS for more discussion on

the process used to develop project alternatives and select a Locally

Preferred Alternative.
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While the selected bridge type is not the one preferred by these

commenters, community input and concerns were a factor in making the

selection.
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This letter, written by the Columbia River Crossing project, was

submitted as public comment by several individuals. The project will

continue to coordinate closely with Metro staff and Councilors on these

and other issues.
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