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Project staff have reviewed the paper Mr. Peterson provided that

suggests an upstream replacement I-5 bridge with a straight alignment

would result in fewer disturbances to cultural resources. The decision to

build a replacement bridge downstream of the existing bridge is one that

has been vetted and analyzed carefully, subsequent to a rigorous

technical and public process. Since 2005, CRC has involved the Fort

Vancouver Historic Trust, the National Park Service, the City of

Vancouver, more than a dozen tribal governments, and other state and

federal agencies in the development and review of technical information.

The general public and multiple stakeholder groups have also been

engaged as part of a robust public process which boasts over 950 public

events and meetings to date.

Staff have discussed Mr. Peterson's ideas with him on multiple

occasions in 2010 and 2011. He also had the opportunity to present to

the CRC Bridge Review Panel at the end of 2010. Many of the ideas that

he brought forth had been previously considered during the past six year

planning process for the CRC project. New ideas were also evaluated by

project staff and the Bridge Review Panel after meeting with him. An

upstream alignment was considered but rejected during the alternatives

development process because of the reasons described in the DEIS and

FEIS, and these reasons remain valid.
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