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It should be noted that even with the light rail extension, many C-TRAN

express routes are expected to continue service between Clark County

and Portland. Information on which bus routes would be truncated in

Vancouver can be found in Section 2.2.2 of the FEIS.

As congestion increases on the corridor, bus routes that share general

purpose traffic lanes would face increased travel time. Because light rail

transit has its own guideway, it will offer more consistent travel and will

not be subject to traffic congestion in the corridor. Modeling indicates

that light rail would offer a time savings compared to buses in the design

year of 2030.

Freight traffic will try to avoid the most congested periods. However, it is

predicted that overall traffic volumes will continue to rise. The increase in

traffic volume on I-5 means that more people are using the corridor than

the capacity of the highway can serve. This excess traffic volume must

be accommodated either by extending the peak traffic hours (and

associated congestion), or by transferring to other routes or modes.

 

P-036-002

It is hoped that, much like in Portland during peak periods, the light rail

system will be heavily utilized in Vancouver. A train with 250 passengers

is well utilized, but still has remaining capacity. Considerable attention

has been paid to the capacity of the trains, stations, and park and rides.

There are industry standards that have been applied. There has also

been considerable outreach to the public in order to understand what

conditions would be most desired.  

System modifications will enable more trains to travel through Portland to

accommodate the expanded system. The improvements to the Steel

Bridge, which are described in the FEIS, are an example of such

improvements. The project will modify system components on the Steel
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Bridge to enable slightly higher speeds, which will improve the network

functionality and allow for more trains from Vancouver.

 

P-036-003

As illustrated in the FEIS, and summarized in the Executive Summary,

light rail would better serve transit riders than bus rapid transit (BRT)

within the CRC project area because it:

Would carry more passengers across the river during the PM peak•

Result in more people choosing to take transit•

Have faster travel times through the project area•

Result in fewer potential noise impacts•

Would have lower costs per incremental rider than BRT•

Additionally, light rail is more likely to attract desirable development on

Hayden Island and in downtown Vancouver, which is consistent with

local land use plans.

Allowing freight to use the exclusive bus rapid transit lane would add

additional traffic to that lane further increasing the bus rapid transit travel

time.

 

P-036-004

Both current and future land use is one of the criteria used to determine

the locations of proposed transit facilities and park and rides. Other

considerations include traffic impacts, property impacts, and overall

transit operations. The five proposed stations will support current and

planned residential and commercial development and related services.

As an example, the Clark College terminus station will serve a

community and senior center, a community college, and the Veterans

Administration campus.
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These specific stations and park and rides, with their proposed parking

capacities, are tested as part of therigorous analysis completed to satisfy

the requirements of the Federal Transit Administration. The FTA and the

local agencies have decades of experience in estimating ridership and

facility demand. Their projections are validated through years of such

studies, and calibrating the projection methods and models with data

from completed projects.

 

P-036-005

There are many transit trips that would not be directly served by the

proposed light rail transit extension. However, the transit ridership

forecasts indicate that there is a very large demand for this service and

that a significant number of passengers would ride the proposed light rail

extension. The transit ridership forecasts are based on extensive

information about the projected origins and destinations of commuters

and other travelers, as well as information on the transportation system

and performance. The actual ridership projections and discussion are in

Section 3.1 of the FEIS.

 

P-036-006

By 2030, the region’s population is expected to increase by one million

people. This increase will result in more people needing to travel

between home, work, school, recreation, etc. In 2005, 135,000 vehicles

crossed the Columbia River on the Interstate Bridge, which led to 4-6

hours of congestion each weekday. By 2030, 184,000 are predicted to

cross the river, which would lead to 15 hours of daily congestion if no

action is taken.

Congestion occurs when vehicle demand is greater than a transportation

system’s capacity. It results in slower speeds and increased travel times.

CRC defines congestion as vehicles traveling less than 30 mph. The

Columbia River Crossing project uses information gathered from Metro’s

nationally-recognized travel demand models to determine the project’s
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effect on congestion. These models predict trip frequency, types or

modes of transportation, destination, and time of day. Transportation

planners use these models to analyze the effects of such factors as

increased population and employment, transportation improvements,

and new developments on the transportation system.

Based on the Metro model’s past ability to predict transportation effects,

the CRC project is confident in the data received from Metro and uses it

to determine what impact the project will have on congestion. The

improvements proposed by the project to the highway and seven

interchanges will help better accommodate increased future vehicle

traffic. New auxiliary lanes and longer on/off ramps will allow safer and

more efficient merging and weaving to enter or exit the freeway. Narrow

lanes and shoulders will be widened to current standards. Shoulders will

be added where they are currently missing. All of these changes will

improve the flow of traffic in the bottleneck area of the Interstate Bridge.

 

P-036-007

The evaluation of the five alternatives in the DEIS was preceded by an

extensive evaluation and screening of a wide array of possible solutions

to the CRC project's Purpose and Need statement. Chapter 2 of the

DEIS (Section 2.5) explains how the project's Sponsoring Agencies

generated ideas and solicited the public, stakeholders, other agencies,

and tribes for ideas on how to meet the Purpose and Need. The

interrelationships of the interchanges requires a comprehensive solution

in the corridor. However, the project is actively working to identify

meaningful and efficient construction phasing to better adapt to the

unique revenue challenges of recent years.

 

P-036-008

Thank you for your comments. Please refer to the responses above.
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