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In the last three years the CRC project team, the Project Sponsors

Council, and CRC advisory groups have focused on incorporating a wide

range of community enhancements into the project. The project has

looked for ways to leverage the highway and transit investments into

additional improvements for project neighbors and local communities.

These improvements are beyond the benefits identified as the project's

purpose and need. These tangible improvements include new local

roads and improved local flow and connections for Hayden Island

residents; better bike and pedestrian access to the improved facilities;

new bike and pedestrian trails; and a separate bridge for local auto

access from North Portland to Hayden Island. We know there is more to

be done. The CRC remains committed to aggressively maximizing and

leveraging resources to bring additional benefits and improvements to

our community.

Two options have been identified for further exploration; both include a

financial set-aside of a specific amount dedicated to a specific purpose.

One approach is a project-specific community enhancement fund. There

is some history with such an approach - the Delta Park 1-5 widening

project (2006) and Metro's solid waste program (1991) are two

examples. The other approach is a different concept, a regional fund

established by the state to benefit the neighborhoods and communities

in close proximity to 1-5 and the CRC project. Both approaches have

been successfully implemented in the Portland region and will help

inform this effort.  We need to be clear about both of these approaches -

neither will be easy. Both approaches have limitations and legal

restrictions associated with anticipated funding sources. Both will require

legislative support. Both will likely need enabling legislation and both will

require funding.  
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