
P-043-001

Neither the CRC project nor the Delta Park projects are intended to

address the southbound traffic congestion that currently exists near the

I-5/I-405 split. However, traffic analyses show the congestion at the split

will not be worsened because of the Columbia River Crossing project.

The main reason is that fewer cars are expected to cross the river with a

project in 2030 than without a project. This is due to the provision of

improved transit service and tolling. Furthermore, because the Interstate

will provide better mobility with the LPA, cut-through traffic on parallel

neighborhood streets will be reduced.

 

P-043-002

In Section 3.1 of the FEIS, and in the Record of Decision, the project has

identified a number of construction-period mitigations for bike facilities.

As the project designs are advanced, these mitigations will also

advance. The project and construction contractors will work with the

community to provide suitable improvements and will refine these

throughout the various stages of construction.  

 

P-043-003

The data used in the analysis show that much of the exiting traffic has

destinations within the subareas where the exits are. Many of these

vehicles are, therefore, actually only using and only needing to use the

Interstate for short trips. The Traffic Technical Report provides more

details regarding these commute patterns. The project does recognize

that many motorists exit the Interstate and use parallel routes in order to

avoid the congestion on the Interstate. Many of these trips will return to

the Interstate when congestion is relieved.
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P-043-004

The project has worked to shorten the bike pathways as much as

possible while also keeping the grades (inclines) to a reasonable level

and within established standards. Although the landing in Vancouver will

require a loop ramp, the existing facility (west of I-5) currently relies on a

long loop. The current east side loop, though smaller, requires sharp

turns through a driveway and parking lot.

The idea of bringing a multi-use path all the way to the connector has

been studied. A bike path from the River Crossing Bridge to the

Community Connector will not be built due to geometric constraints

through the SR 14 interchange. Standard vertical clearances under and

over SR 14 ramps must be achieved and a 5% maximum path running

grade is required for ADA compliance. A path through the SR 14

interchange would require excessively steep grades of 10-30%.

Additionally, such a path would face complexities at the BNSF

overcrossing, potentially enter into the Pearson Airspace and would

impact Section 4(f)-protected properties to the east.

Also, the Reserve will be more accessible by bike since Apple Tree Park

will be accessible from Main Street.

 

P-043-005

Decisions over the location and number of parking spaces provided at

park and rides were designed to maximize ridership on light rail transit

and are not expected to be eliminated. As described in the Indirect

Effects Technical Report, transit-oriented development is predicted

around transit stations and near the park and rides.

 

P-043-006

Although the specific reference could not be located, Mr. Buehler's point

appears to be clear. The northbound commute will experience less

congestion with the LPA, because the major bottleneck at the bridge will
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be improved. In the southbound direction, however, there remains a

congested bottleneck condition at the Rose Quarter. The LPA will reduce

the number of cars entering the Rose Quarter from the north, but an

improvement at that location will likely still be needed in the future,

regardless of the CRC project outcomes.

 

P-043-007

As discussed in the DEIS and FEIS, a replacement bridge over the

Columbia River will include dramatically improved bicycle and pedestrian

facilities by providing:

A new 16- to 20-foot multi-use pathway over the Columbia River

completely separated from vehicle traffic due to the design of the

Stacked Transit Highway Bridge;

•

Protections from traffic noise, exhaust, and debris for pedestrians

and bicyclists on the river crossing;

•

More direct connections on each side of the river, consisting of

stairs, ramps, and elevators, as well as pathway extensions that

connect in with existing or planned facilities and public transit;

•

Many new or enhanced sidewalks, bike lanes, and crosswalks near

the bridge and throughout the project area.

•

Since the publication of the DEIS in May 2008, and the selection of the

LPA in July 2008, the CRC project team has continued to work with the

Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee and project partners to

refine route and facility design. The updated design, as described in

Chapter 2 (Section 2.2) of the FEIS, is the outcome of a long

collaborative process.
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