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The approach was consistent with NEPA requirements. Developing

some level of design for the alternatives is necessary to complete the

NEPA review. The DEIS did not propose a particular bridge type. It

defined the bridge in terms of vertical and horizontal parameters,

capacity, and pier configuration. Some potential bridge types were

conceptualized early and those were shown to the public. Well after the

DEIS was issued, one bridge type (open web box) emerged as the likely

preferred approach. The Bridge Expert Review Panel recommended that

the project instead select one of three other bridge types, which the

project did (selecting a composite deck truss). The composite deck truss

bridge type fits within the parameters of the design and impacts

evaluated in the DEIS, and was one of the bridge types that had been

considered earlier in the process. The bridge type evaluation process is

described in Chapter 2 of the FEIS.
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