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Many options and alternatives were considered as part of the evaluation
process for the CRC project. Only those proposals that could adequately
meet the purpose and need were advanced into the DEIS. A number of
bypass options and new river crossing locations were studied, and
although they would provide some transportation benefits, they could not
meet some of the basic elements of the purpose and need for the CRC
project. Heavy rail and commuter rail options were also studied in the
early alternatives analysis process. These modes and alignments were
found to fail to meet the location and service needs of the transit market
and so were not advanced, as discussed in the FEIS.

The evaluation and screening of alternatives prior to the DEIS reviewed
a range of potential I-5 bypass options with new river crossing locations.
This analysis found that building any of the bypass options with new river
crossings, in place of making I-5 improvements, would fall far short of
meeting basic elements of the proposed action's purpose and need, as
discussed in Chapter 2 of the FEIS. The range of bypass/new crossing
options studied at that time was wide enough to draw fundamental
conclusions about this type of alternative, regardless of refinements that
might be made to bypass connection points with I-5, the bypass
alignment, or its crossing location. It is not necessary to study every
possible bypass connection point, alignment, lane configuration, or new
river crossing location, or combinations thereof, to understand the
fundamental performance deficiencies of this type of alternative, relative
to the CRC purpose and need; without improvement to the I-5 corridor
and crossing, bypasses and new crossing locations can not meet basic
elements of the proposed action's purpose and need. Many of them can
provide benefits, but they can not adequately address basic needs
identified by the region for this project.

Alternatives that do not adequately meet the purpose and need are not
advanced into the EIS.
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Please see responses to Ms. Nasset's comments on the DEIS (P-0781,
P-0797, P-0936, P-0977, P-1058, and P-1168), which were published
with the FEIS and included on the CD with the FEIS summary document.
Please also see Section 2.7 of the FEIS and the responses to Ms.
Nasset's other comments on the FEIS including letters P-075 to P-083.
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