
N-006-001

Thank you for your comments. CRC project staff will continue to work

with stakeholders and the public through the design and construction

process.

 

N-006-002

The stormwater facilities shown in the FEIS will continue to be refined as

design work progresses. Under the terms of the biological opinion (BO),

the CRC project must treat stormwater runoff using bioretention,

bioslopes, infiltration ponds, porous pavement, constructed wetlands,

and vegetated and soil amended swales designed for infiltration. Based

on the information we have on file, stormwater runoff is currently not

treated before being released to North Portland Harbor or the Columbia

River. 

The Hayden Island Redevelopment Plan states that runoff from local

streets will be treated in roadside planters and that CRC stormwater will

be managed in a “green, state-of-the-art manner.” Although the Hayden

Island Plan map did not show the constructed wetlands, these are a

“green” concept for stormwater treatment, and have been shown

in project designs as early as May 2009. The stormwater treatment

proposed in the FEIS does include the “green streets” approach

proposed in the Hayden Island Redevelopment Plan to the extent

feasible. This approach to stormwater treatment is not suitable for streets

located under bridges (where it will be difficult to establish plants) or

where streets are at or below the seasonal high groundwater table. We

will continue to review the developing design to determine whether

additional streets lend themselves to this method of runoff

treatment. Regardless, the project still needs to manage runoff from

almost 28 acres of impervious area consisting of I-5 pavement across

Hayden island, associated ramps, the elevated transit guideway, and

structures. 
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N-006-003

Regarding stormwater treatment, please see the response to N-006-002.

The process for the final decisions regarding the disposition of any

surplus property is made following the completion of construction. The

potential uses of this specific site as a park and its potential to be

declared surplus property will be discussed and coordinated with

residents, local property owners, and project partners.

The transfer of 0.4 acre of surplus land to the City of Vancouver is

mitigation for the project’s direct impact on the City’s existing Waterfront

Park, an existing public park and a Section 4(f) resource. The project has

no impact to public parks on Hayden Island and therefore no need for

such mitigation. The CRC project does not currently propose to convert

the existing Thunderbird site on Hayden Island into a public park, but it

also does not preclude it from becoming a public park in the future. 

 

N-006-004

The project has endeavored to develop creative solutions for the island,

but must do so within established design parameters related to mobility

and safety. The project will greatly improve circulation on the island,

widening many sidewalks, adding bike lanes, and completing Tomahawk

Island Drive. The project is willing to collaborate on an island circulation

study, although this would be more appropriately led by the City of

Portland.

 

N-006-005

The FEIS disclosed all known property acquisitions required to construct

the LPA. These acquisitions were summarized in the DEIS in Chapter 3

(Section 3.3) and have been shared at numerous recent meetings on

Hayden Island and elsewhere.

Since the publication of the DEIS in May of 2008, and the selection of
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the LPA by project partners in July 2008, the CRC project team has been

working to minimize the potential property impacts associated with the

project's improvements. Though the project team has been working to

stay within the existing right-of-way, some property acquisitions will be

unavoidable. Property owners will receive just compensation for the

estimated value of land and improvements acquired and for other

impacts that result in a measurable loss of value to the remaining

property.

The future of the Hayden Island Plan and of the island itself will be

facilitated by the project. The loss of commercial businesses is

regrettable, and the project will continue to try to avoid these

displacements. However, the project's multi-million dollar improvements

on the island will more than offset these losses. The Hayden Island Plan

relies on improved Interstate access and the extension of light rail to the

island. The LPA represents the locally preferred alternative to achieve

these ends, and has thus been supported by ODOT, TriMet, Metro, and

the City of Portland.
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