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I support the Pacific Street Interchange option for SR520 and I oppose all other DEIS alternatives. My support is based upon the
following considerations: a) traffic mobility; b) transit access and connectivity; and c) park impacts and opportunitites.

The Pacific Street Interchange is the only option that provides a direct link for transit from SR520 to the Sound Transit light rail
station that will be located on the UW campus adjacent to Husky Stadium. It is also the only option that METRO-KingCounty has
cancluded provides a realistic opportunity to restore bus service ta NE Seattle along the N-S Montlake Blvd. arterial that begins at
the current Montlake interchange for SR520 and heads N past University Village. Finally, the rebuilt SR520 bridge will include
two dedicated HOV lanes. These three factors have the potential to significantly increase transit opportunities and ridership,
which in turn will be goad for traffic mobility and the environment in the neighborhoods adjacent to and dependent upon SR520,

The Pacific Street Interchange is the only option that traffic studies suggest will effectively mitigate - if not resolve - the notorious
Montlake bottleneck. This bottleneck effectively backs up traffic from the current SR520 interchange in Montlake to University
Village, resulting in traffic and transit delays of 20 to 30 minutes. In addition to creating huge delays for commuters these back-
ups impede the access of emergency vehicles to University Hosptial and Children's Hosptial, The backups also erode the air
quality in the neighborhoods adjacent to the SR520 Montlake interchange and the Montlake blvd, including the University of
Washington. The traffic studies demonstrate significant mitigation in traffic congestion through this corridor will occur because
the addition of the Union Bay bridge will permit SR520 traffic and transit destined to the University of Washington and points
North to by-pass the Montlake bridge and that section of Montlake blvd. south of the Montlake Bridge that was designed as and
intended to function as a local access residential arterial instead of an access ramp te a major freeway. The traffic mitigation
that will occur with the Pacific Street Interchange should dramatically improve commute times and access for residents in
Laurelhurst, Ravenna Bryant, Sand Point and other communities in NE Seattle.

The Pacific Street Interchange, like the base 6 alternative, will have a larger footprint through the Arboretum, however the net
park impacts with the Pacific Street Interchange suggest that it is the only option that has the potential to actually increase
useable green space and parks through a Montlake lid that could be extended to create a continuous greenbelt from Portage bay
through the Montlake Community Center greenspace, up over SR520 and north to the Arboretum. The base 6 lane alternative, in
contrast, because of the 9 lane configuration across Portage Bay adversely impacts both the Arboretum and the green space
adjacent to Portage Bay and further destroys the residential character and Olmstead legacy of Montlake Blvd., south of the
Mantlake bridge.

In sum, the Pacific Street Interchange is the only option that provides increased HOV lanes, with HOV speed and reliability;
provides a direct link between HOV bus rapid transit on SR520 and the Sound Transit Light Rail station; effectively addresses the
notorious Montlake bottleneck thereby improving traffic mobility and transit access for the University of WA and communities in
NE Seattle; and mitigates the impacts on parks and greenspace in and around the Arboretum and Mentiake and provides an
opportunity to actually expand available green space and trails from the Arboretum to Portage Bay.
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