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1-0398.008 T Live in Biddlands & ok bo epmment ansift 580, the See Section 1.1 of the 2006 Draft EIS Comment Response Report
4| bridge.
5 The issue for me is not replacing the existing bridge

6|l with a structure likened similar to the one that is in place. At

that point, we're not doing anything or little to solwve the

~1

gl traffic problems. 211 we're going to wind up doing is having a

9] new shiny bridge that everybody is going to say ig much safer and
10| perhaps cne carpool larne trying to force people into a carpocl

11| lane that they won't take.

12 Buges and carpool lanes are not the answer. The answer
13| is a larger bridyge, bigger bridge, more laneg, a new and safe

14 structure.

19 You're never doing to satisfy anybody. The challenge

16| here today really is trying to figure cut how you can merge a six
17 or an eight lans bridge into I-5 and/or 405 and Mountlake. Those
14 are the challenges, and that's what needs to be focused on, not
19 the bridge, not the noise, not the pollution, not the tolls.

20 It's how to eliminate the traffic problem.

23 Putting a nev shiny bridge up will not eliminate the

24 proeblem in the evenings locking at traffic going westbound on

24 520. ft will not eliminate that at ail. And again, you're not

24 going to force people intc carpools. And one of the worst things

2d ig the carpool lane used to be two people on 520, and so many
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people used it, because that's what they wanted them to do is use
it. 2nd then it was, uh-oh, gee, we're using it way toc wuch,
we're using it way too much. Let's make it & three person
carpool. So, vou know, that was just stupidity to begin with.

Again, I live very close to the bridge. I take the
bridge; my wife takes the bridge. The issue here is more lanes
on the bridge, not replacing -- just looking to replace the
existing structure.

The other thing that's very perplexing is I alsoc have a
place in the South Scund, and I go down across the Tacoma Narrows
Bridge, and they are akle to figure out how to address the merge
igsue on I-5 and alsc Highway 18 to accommodate a new bridge of
four laneg. And I don't kanow why the state can't look to &
solution tc merge with I-5, Mountlake, and 405 here as well.

If you can sclve one problem in Tacoma and the Narrcows
-- and the Narrows in that area, you certainly -- the DOT should
be able to solve the problem in downtown Seattle.

Thank you.

[Hearing concluded at 7:00 p.m.]

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses

June 2011



