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The SR 520, I-5 to Medina project would complete the HOV lane system

in the corridor, improving reliability and efficiency for transit and carpools,

but would not add general-purpose lanes. Thus, the project is aligned

with improving the overall efficiency of the transportation system by

creating incentives for people to choose an alternative to driving alone.

 The project would result in immediate benefits for transit speed and

reliability in the corridor by providing high-occupancy vehicle (HOV)

lanes across the floating bridge and better HOV connections at the

Montlake and I-5 interchanges (see Section 5.1 of both the SDEIS and

Final EIS). The project would also add a bicycle/pedestrian lane to the

corridor and provide other improvements to bicycle and pedestrian

facilities and connections (see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS and Chapter 7

of the Final Transportation Discipline Report in Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS).

The project is a replacement of an existing highway, not addition of a

new highway. In response to public and agency comments, the Preferred

Alternative includes a number of design refinements that address public

and agency comments regarding parks. These refinements include a

considerably expanded and enhanced Montlake lid, and a number of

noise reduction strategies which would improvement noise levels

compared to both existing and no build conditions. The Preferred

Alternative would reduce effects on the Arboretum, compared to No

Build Alternative, by physically removing the existing Lake Washington

Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-ramp and the R.H.

Thomson Expressway ramps. Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by

westbound SR 520 traffic would be moved to a new intersection located

on the Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.  In accordance with

Engrossed Senate Substitute Bill (ESSB) 6392, WSDOT worked with the

University of Washington, City of Seattle, and Arboretum Botanical

Garden Committee to identify appropriate mitigation for the project

effects on the Arboretum. This 8-month coordination effort resulted in the
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Arboretum Mitigation Plan, which is included in Attachment 9 of the Final

EIS. See Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for a description of the Preferred

Alternative, and Chapter 5 of the Final EIS for a description of the

project's permanent effects, and how it would avoid, minimize, and

mitigate negative effects.
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The SR 520 High-Capacity Transit Plan, which was endorsed in 2008 by

the state, King County Metro Transit, and Sound Transit, found that until

at least 2030, demand for transit in the 520 corridor could be satisfied by

bus rapid transit that runs in HOV/transit lanes, complementing Sound

Transit’s East Link on I-90. At the same time, the plan acknowledges that

after 2030 significant increases in cross-lake travel may warrant

dedicated high capacity transit facilities in both I-90 and SR 520.

Therefore, the new SR 520 bridge and associated interchanges will be

built in a way that allows the structure to accommodate a two-way light

rail line or busway at a future date.

Section 2.4 in the Final EIS explains why initial implementation of light

rail transit on SR 520 is not planned. However, potential future light rail

could be accommodated either by converting the HOV lanes for rail use

or by adding light-rail only lanes. Both approaches would require the

addition of supplemental floating bridge pontoons to support the

additional weight of light rail, should the regional decision to add rail be

made and funded. Such a decision would need to be planned and

programmed by regional land use and transit agencies, funded by a

public vote, and evaluated in its own environmental analysis. See

Chapter 2 of the Final EIS for further information.
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With implementation of the Preferred Alternative, bus stops on the

Montlake lid would accommodate both eastbound and westbound buses,

replacing the current Montlake Freeway Transit Station stops for buses
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traveling between the University District and the Eastside. The Montlake

lid has been enhanced and expanded compared to Option A. The

Montlake lid stop would also function as a flyer stop during the off-peak

periods so that passengers could access the SR 520 buses traveling

between the eastside and downtown Seattle. University Link light-rail

service, expected to be operational in 2016, will accommodate some of

the trips that now use the bus stops. See Chapter 8 of the Final

Transportation Discipline Report for an updated assessment of how

removal of the Montlake Freeway Transit Station would affect transit

service, rider travel times, and connections.

The Preferred Alternative would physically remove the existing Lake

Washington Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-ramp and

the R.H. Thomson Expressway ramps. Access to Lake Washington

Boulevard by westbound SR 520 traffic would be moved to a new

intersection located on the Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

Additionally, WSDOT is working to create a context-sensitive bridge

design throughout the west approach area. See Chapter 2 of the Final

EIS for a description of the Preferred Alternative.
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