
I-329-001

The Preferred Alternative would not include construction of any new

ramps in the Arboretum, and would remove both the existing Lake

Washington Boulevard ramps and the R.H. Thomson Expressway

ramps. Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520

traffic would be moved to a new intersection located on the Montlake

Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

Because the Lake Washington Boulevard ramps already exist, none of

the alternatives or options evaluated in the SDEIS showed “greatly

increased” traffic on Lake Washington Boulevard when compared with

the No Build Alternative. The Preferred Alternative would reduce average

traffic volumes in 2030 on Lake Washington Boulevard in the Arboretum

by compared to the No Build Alternative. Under the Preferred Alternative

in 2030, a.m. peak hour volumes on Lake Washington Boulevard

through the Arboretum would be 1,330 vehicles per hour with the

Preferred Alternative, compared to 1,950 vehicles per hour with the No

Build Alternative. P.m. peak hour volumes would be 1,410 vehicles per

hour compared to 1,730 with the No Build Alternative.

 

I-329-002

Through a number of design refinements, the Preferred Alternative

would have fewer and less severe effects on Lake Washington

Boulevard and the Arboretum than the No Build Alternative. The

Preferred Alternative would remove the existing Lake Washington

Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-ramp and the R.H.

Thomson Expressway ramps. As a result of these ramp removals and

other design features, in 2030, the trip volumes on Lake Washington

Boulevard through the Arboretum would be reduced compared to the No

Build Alternative. See the response to Comment I-338-001.

As part of the Arboretum Mitigation Plan, WSDOT has committed to

working with the Seattle Department of Transportation to fund traffic-

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



calming measures along Lake Washington Boulevard and to identify

additional traffic management measures in the Arboretum.

 

I-329-003

The Preferred Alternative would not include construction of any new

ramps in the Arboretum, and would remove both the existing Lake

Washington Boulevard ramps and the R.H. Thomson Expressway

ramps. Access to Lake Washington Boulevard by westbound SR 520

traffic would be moved to a new intersection located on the Montlake

Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.
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