
I-034-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your

comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment

for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final

EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as

the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s

identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from

diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were

submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.
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The lead agencies agree that the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement

Project provides a unique opportunity for the City of Seattle and Puget

Sound region. The preferred alternative is to replace the existing viaduct

structure with a tunnel along the Seattle's central waterfront area. As a

result, the existing viaduct structure will be removed, which will open up

the waterfront and help to create a much more pedestrian-friendly

environment compared with existing conditions. We are not proposing to

eliminate all traffic from the Alaskan Way surface street, because this

roadway provides critical connections to the Washington State Ferries

Terminal, local businesses located on the waterfront, and the Port of

Seattle. However, we are committed to improving and enhancing

conditions along the waterfront for pedestrians and bicyclists. The final

configuration of the Alaskan Way surface street and promenade will be

determined by the Central Waterfront Project being led by the City of

Seattle.
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Thank you for your comment. Cost was one of the factors the lead

agencies considered in selecting the preferred alternative, but it was not

the determining factor.
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