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[-048-001

While referring to this undertaking as a "program" is an interesting idea,
the terminology used for many years and understood by many parties
leads us to continue to use the term "project"” for the viaduct
replacement. In the Final EIS, the project is part of the overall Alaskan
Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Program.

The 2004 Draft EIS evaluated one construction plan that considered brief
closures of SR 99 during construction, but otherwise assumed that at
least two lanes would be provided in each direction on SR 99 or an
alternate detour route. In comments received on the 2004 Draft EIS,
many people asked the lead agencies to consider more than one
construction plan. Specifically, many people wanted to know if closing
the corridor would reduce the amount of time it takes to build the project.
To respond to this question, three different construction plans were
developed (a shorter construction plan, an intermediate construction
plan, and a longer construction plan) and evaluated in the 2006
Supplemental Draft EIS. Since 2006, the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and
Elevated Structure Alternatives and the construction approach for each
of the alternatives have been refined. One construction plan is analyzed
for each of the alternatives (Bored Tunnel, Cut-and-Cover Tunnel, and
Elevated Structure) in the Final EIS. Chapter 3 describes each
alternative and its construction plan, and Chapter 6 describes
construction effects.

[-048-002

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the 2004 Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative. The alignment
for the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel Alternative has been refined in the Final
EIS. The lead agencies have identified the Bored Tunnel Alternative as
the preferred alternative due to its ability to best meet the project’s
identified purposes and needs and the support it has received from
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diverse interests. Because the project has evolved since comments were
submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for current information.

[-048-003

The alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIS did not include items other
than those directly relating to replacement of the existing viaduct. Mid- to
high-capacity transit developments are being addressed by other
agencies, specifically Seattle Department of Transportation (e.g., South
Lake Union Streetcar), King County Metro (e.g., RapidRide), and Sound
Transit (e.g., Link Light Rail, Sounder). Potential fixed guideway HCT
alignments that have been developed in the long-range plans for these
agencies and at present do not include the SR 99/Alaskan Way Viaduct
corridor. The Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Program
includes transit enhancements in the Moving Forward Projects and in the
Letter of Agreement signed by the state, city, and county in January
2009. See the Final EIS for more information.
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