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It is true that only a small portion of the existing viaduct sustained severe
damage in the Nisqually earthquake in February of 2001. That portion
was repaired for the interim. The structure is over 50 years old and
nearing the end of its useful life. When built, it was designed to resist
seismic forces less severe than we now know are possible in the Puget
Sound region. The seismic standards in the 1950s were far

below today's accepted design standards. Knowing what we do about
the condition of the viaduct and the potential for catastrophic events, it
would not be responsible or in the public’s best interest to simply wait for
the next event and risk loss of life.
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