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[-065-001

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the Rebuild Alternative. After studying several retrofitting
concepts, the lead agencies found that rebuilding the viaduct would not
be a cost-effective, long-term solution that adequately addresses the
risks to public safety and the weakened state of the viaduct. Elements of
the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives were incorporated into the Elevated
Structure Alternative, which was analyzed in the 2006 Supplemental
Draft EIS and the Final EIS. Because the project has evolved since
comments were submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for
current information.

The views of Elliott Bay, Puget Sound, and the Olympic Mountains are
prized by many. Views are currently enjoyed by motorists and
passengers traveling on the upper deck of the existing viaduct. However,
the views for motorists and pedestrians using downtown streets in the
vicinity of the waterfront are interrupted by the existing viaduct structure.
The aerial structure is considered by some to be a substantial visual
intrusion as well as a source of noise and shadow for the Pioneer
Square Historic District and the Central Waterfront. Impacts to views are
discussed in the Final EIS and considered in detail in Appendix D, Visual
Quality Discipline Report. "Before" and "after" view simulations of the
alternatives can be found in Final EIS Appendix E.

[-065-002
We acknowledge your comment stating your concerns and
preferences for the alternatives studied.

[-065-003

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle appreciate receiving your
comments on the Rebuild Alternative. Lost revenue from the removal of
parking meters/pay stations associated with the removal of parking
spaces is presented in the Final EIS and Appendix L, Economics
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Discipline Report.

Adjacent property owners could potentially receive indirect economic
benefits associated with increased property values and increased
potential for redevelopment. The City of Seattle may consider a Local
Improvement District (LID) in the future. but it is not part of the project.

1-065-004

Thank you for stating your preference for the Rebuild Alternative.
Elements of the Rebuild and Aerial Alternatives were incorporated into
the Elevated Structure Alternative. Because the project has evolved
since comments were submitted in 2004, please refer to the Final EIS for
current information. The alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS maintain
or improve traffic flow compared to existing conditions. Additional
information about travel times and speeds for the preferred alternative is
provided in the Final EIS.

FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle will continue to provide multiple
opportunities for public involvement and feedback as we move forward
with this project. FHWA, WSDOT, and the City of Seattle are working
with the Port of Seattle on this project, but the Port will not decide which
alternative gets built. Thank you for providing your comments.
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