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F-002-001

Thank you for providing your agency's ideas and feedback about the
format of our 2004 Draft EIS. We appreciate your helpful suggestions
and have incorporated many of them into the 2006 and 2010
Supplemental Draft EISs and Final EIS.

As suggested, we added a more detailed Table of Contents to the
Supplemental Draft EISs and the Final EIS. In the 2004 Draft EIS, we
developed two tools to help guide regulatory reviewers through the
document: a technical index (see page 161 of the Draft EIS) and an
annotated outline with legal references (see Appendix Y of the Draft
EIS). These tools are also contained in the 2006 and 2010 Supplemental
Draft EISs. The technical index is organized by NEPA/SEPA required
topics (such as logical termini, cumulative effects, and historic resources)
and page numbers to help direct reviewers to NEPA/SEPA required
information by topic. This index and the detailed Table of Contents are
included in the Final EIS.

We considered your comments related to mitigation planning as we
developed the Final EIS. The lead agencies have been working closely
with the public and regulatory agencies to develop and discuss mitigation
plans. This dialogue will continue through the environmental review
process and, as needed, throughout construction.

F-002-002

The environmental scoping process, screening process, and overall
decision-making structure was discussed in the 2004 Draft EIS in
Chapter 4. Additional information on this topic was provided in Chapter 2
of the Supplemental Draft EIS published in 2006. The Summary chapter
of the Final EIS contains information describing the decision-making
process used to select the preferred alternative.
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F-002-003

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) has been developed between
WSDOT and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA). The MOA
will help eliminate, confine, or reduce construction-related emissions for
WSDOT projects. This MOA will apply to the Alaskan Way Viaduct
Replacement Project. Chapter 6, Construction Effects, of the Final EIS
for discussion of the effects during construction of the build alternatives
and Chapter 8 presents the proposed mitigation measures.

F-002-004

The 2004 Draft EIS incorporated by reference the screening reports that
discussed the screening process in detail. Specifically, the sidebar on
page 56 in Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS referenced readers to the project
screening reports if they are interested in learning more about the
screening process. The screening process involved early analysis by the
project team and discussions with community groups at more than

140 community meetings and community interviews, including
businesses along the corridor. A total of 76 initial viaduct replacement
concepts and seven seawall concepts were considered; and concepts
that were not feasible, or were outside the purpose of the project were
dropped from further consideration. The most workable ideas were
shaped into the alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIS. Further screening
and analyses were conducted for the 2006 and 2010 Supplemental Draft
EISs and Final EIS. The alternatives analyzed include a range of viaduct
repair and replacement designs with some elements of earlier concepts
combined with other design structures as the engineering team looked at
feasibility, cost, and other criteria.

F-002-005

The Transportation Discipline Report, Appendix C of the Final EIS,
provides maps showing alternate pedestrian and bicycle facility routing
during project construction as well as final configuration of the facility.
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F-002-006

Access to businesses will be maintained throughout construction.
Temporary access limitations and any required changes to access
during construction will be mitigated to the extent practicable. A primary
goal of construction planning is to maintain adequate access to all
businesses so they can continue to operate. Chapter 8 of the Final EIS
discusses the project's proposed mitigation measures during
construction.

Economic mitigation strategies for other types of impacts to businesses
during construction are presented in the Final EIS. These start at the
corridor level with a master list of potential mitigation measures (similar
to that contained in the Draft EIS). Those measures will then be matched
with specific impacts by business district (Stadium Area Interchange,
Pioneer Square, central waterfront, etc.). Finally, as construction nears,
the plan would be fine-tuned by phase and specific business/facility
impacts and location.

Any substantive comments received on the Final EIS will be addressed
in the ROD.

F-002-007

The preferred alternative was disclosed in the 2010 Supplemental Draft
EIS, which included an environmental justice analysis and determination.
The Record of Decision will report on comments received on the Final
EIS, and will respond appropriately.

F-002-008

In March 2009, Casa Latina moved to their new building east of I-5 in the
International District neighborhood. The new location is outside of the
Alaskan Way Viaduct project area.

WSDOT will comply with the federal requirements for disadvantaged
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business enterprise (DBE) participation. WSDOT cannot require
contractors to hire workers from specific organizations. However,
WSDOT can and does encourage contractors to work with local
organizations and to develop programs that draw on the local labor pool.

F-002-009

The exact changes in access to Colman Dock as a result of this project
are not yet determined and, therefore, are not shown in the Final EIS. If
the preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative is selected, the final configuration
of Alaskan Way will be determined as part of the City of Seattle's Central
Waterfront Project. However, the project will continue its coordination
work with Washington State Ferries for any developments affecting
Colman Dock during the project's construction.

F-002-010

Overall project costs are included with the project description and are
used for the analysis of economic impacts. Cost estimates for mitigation
are included in the overall project costs. These estimates, along with
other cost estimates, are refined as the planning and design process
proceeds and details are developed. All cost estimates allow for
escalation and inflation and include contingencies for unforeseen events.
The project is included in the financially-constrained long range plan
adopted by the Puget Sound Regional Council (the area’s Metropolitan
Planning Organization, or MPO). Cost estimates for the alternatives
evaluated in the Final EIS are:

* Bored Tunnel — $1.96 billion
e Cut-and-Cover Tunnel — $3.0 to $3.6 billion
» Elevated Structure — $1.9 to $2.4 billion

These cost estimates do include different elements. The Bored Tunnel
Alternative cost does not include replacing the seawall, improving the
Alaskan Way surface street, or building a streetcar. Costs for the Cut-
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and Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure Alternatives do not include
replacing the seawall between Union and Broad Streets.

F-002-011

The Final EIS will include the Department of Ecology designation for
each applicable water body. A general overview of applicable standards
will also be included.

F-002-012

Subsequent to the Draft EIS, a Biological Assessment (BA) was
prepared for the preferred Bored Tunnel Alternative. The effect
determination for Chinook salmon is "may affect, likely to adversely
affect"; the determination for bull trout is "may affect, not likely to
adversely affect.” The ESA consultation is now complete.

F-002-013
Construction haul routes and any associated impacts are identified in the
Final EIS and Appendix C, Transportation Discipline Report.

Potential overwater construction staging areas are discussed in
Appendix B, Alternatives Description and Construction Methods
Discipline Report. The Final EIS Appendix N, Wildlife, Fish, and
Vegetation Discipline Report, discusses the potential for some delivery
and removal of construction materials by barge in the construction
effects chapter.

F-002-014

The Final EIS and Appendix H, Social Discipline Report, address the
temporary displacement of the Washington Street Boat Landing during
construction as part of the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel and Elevated Structure
Alternatives. The pergola facility would be restored and replaced in
nearly the same footprint at the edge of the water after construction as it
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is today. This effect is discussed in Chapter 6 in the Final EIS.

Seattle Parks and Recreation, which owns and maintains the in-water
portion of the facility, removed the boat landing docks many years ago,
and currently has no plans to change its use or function.

F-002-015
Additional maps have been provided in the Final EIS. Specifically, the
following elements have been incorporated as suggested:

. "Downtown" has been clarified as it relates to travel times.
. We've clarified the year of analysis as 2030.

. Maps showing planned detours have been provided as suggested.
. Your comment to add a map showing traffic effects to other parallel
streets is acknowledged; instead of adding a map, we revised the

text to make it more clear.

A W DN P

Please note that the intersection improvements at S. Atlantic Street and
S. Royal Brougham Way meant to improve access between SR 99 and
SR 519 and the new ramps, railroad and ferry access mentioned on
page 88 of the Draft EIS were covered under the SR 99 - S. Holgate
Street to S. King Street Viaduct Replacement Project, which began
construction in 2010.

F-002-016

The construction plans evaluated for noise and vibration are described in
Appendix B, Alternatives Description and Construction Methods
Discipline Report of the Final EIS. While actual construction plans and
activity sequencing could differ from this evaluation, the locations and
types of activities would be similar under the final sequence.

The City of Seattle Department of Planning and Development typically
grants temporary noise variances to construction projects with nighttime
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work activities if there is no practical means to work within the City noise
ordinance. The long duration and unique nature of the Alaskan Way
Viaduct Project requires an extended temporary technical variance from
the City in order to complete the project on time. Obtaining this type of
technical variance involves a public hearing process that influences the
final decisions and stipulations made by the City, which sets forth
contextually sensitive noise mitigation measures to which the applicant is
required to abide.

F-002-017

The Final EIS contains the information requested. The number of
existing public parking spaces in the study area is presented in
Chapter 4. The number of parking spaces permanently affected by the
project is presented in Chapter 5 and the number of parking spaces
temporarily affected during construction is presented in Chapter 6.

The lead agencies recognize that businesses along the central
waterfront, Western Avenue, and Pioneer Square rely on the short-term
parking in the area. The City of Seattle Department of Transportation
(SDOT), in coordination with the project, has conducted parking studies
as part of the process to develop mitigation strategies and better
manage the city’s parking resources. SDOT's studies identified a number
of strategies to offset the loss of short-term parking in this area, including
new or leased parking and the increased utilization of existing parking.
Although the mitigation measures would be most needed during
construction, many of them could be retained and provide benefits over
the longer term. Specific parking mitigation strategies have not yet been
determined, but the project has allocated $30 million for parking
mitigation. The parking mitigation strategies will continue to evolve in
coordination with the project and community partners. Parking measures
under consideration and refinement include:

* Encourage shift from long-term parking to short-term parking

July 2011



SR 99: Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Project
Final EIS - Appendix S 2004 and 2006 Comments and Responses

« Provide short-term parking (off-street), especially serving waterfront
piers, downtown retail, and other heavy retail/commercial corridors

« Implement electronic parking guidance system

» Provide alternate opportunities to facilitate commercial loading
activities

» Develop a Center City parking marketing program

« Use existing and new social media and blog outlets to provide
frequent parking updates

« Establish a construction worker parking policy that is implemented
by the Contractor

Refer to the Parking Mitigation during Construction section in Chapter 6
of the Transportation Discipline Report (Appendix C of the Final EIS) for
additional information.

F-002-018

Based on current project planning, Fire Station #5 would remain in place
and would no longer be temporarily relocated during construction, as
discussed in the 2004 Dratft EIS.

F-002-019

The wording suggestion is appreciated. In the 2006 Supplemental
Draft EIS, we used this suggested wording for a similar sentence in
Question 10 of Chapter 5, which stated "no residential units would be
acquired."

F-002-020
Staging areas have been identified and discussed in the Final EIS in
Chapter 6.
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F-002-021
The Surface Alternative was eliminated from further study, as described
in the 2006 Supplemental Draft EIS.

F-002-022

The Waterfront Streetcar is not currently operating along Alaskan Way S.
but could operate again in the future. The lead agencies will continue to
coordinate with King County Metro, the operator of the Waterfront
Streetcar, regarding future plans for the streetcar. Note that under the
Bored Tunnel Alternative, the City of Seattle will lead planning of
improvements along the central waterfront, including the Waterfront
Streetcar.

The construction plans for the project have evolved since the publication
of the 2004 Draft EIS. Please see Chapter 6 in the Final EIS for a
summary of the construction plans for each alternative. Appendix B,
Alternatives Description and Construction Methods Discipline Report,
discusses construction in more detail.

See the Transportation Discipline Report, Appendix C, of the Final EIS
for information about transit during construction.

F-002-023

The Final EIS describes transportation mitigation measures, including
measures relating to the coordination of planning and implementation
efforts by transit operators and other agencies as appropriate. Also refer
to the Transportation Discipline Report, Appendix C of the Final EIS for a
more detailed discussion of transportation mitigation measures.

The ROD will address any comments received on the Final EIS as
appropriate.
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